


> 
ye De 
te 
= 


rhether 
» OF its 
United 
ot CON. 
prope r 
: “7 
take n 

| States 
consid. 
ith ¢} e 
to this 
hourh 
mity 
NSulta. 
hot the 


eldine) 
| at the 
nia, ag 
it; and 
eceived 
never 
at Sing 


to t} 
(0 him, 
bou | 
Untl it 
10thing 

5 
Mittee, 
report. 
> Pres}. 
he sub. 
ent had 
d infer. 
m, and 
in the 
nt with 
C Of the 
ed with 

r 


e 
€ 


or afte 
th him, 

which 
le COM. 


wished 
lly de- 
he oe ne 
Nn] had 


ucht to 


he had 
ion. If 
e could 


0 with- 
ed. 
that to 
witness 
ference 
to take 
n way, 
bmitted 
rity of 
ym that 
to the 
J. He 
consul 
with a 
Was 
ount of 
ld state 
out the 
he tariff 
e Presi 


» expla 
t know 
is own 
so, the 
passed. 
“marks. 
man, to 
even if 
stituent 
tative 
rves it? 
. Polk, 
ght; but 
ter him 
s course 
yg, and 
o, He 
with all 
escence 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 





PRINTED AND PUBLISHED AT THE 


99rn Coneress, Ist Session. 


in the works provided for in this bill, that at the 
same time he denied the power of Congress to make 
such improvements, and that no intimation of it 
was ever given until this time. He did not wish 
to be misunderstood. He was not going to come 
out against the President, as such, notwithstand- 
ing the interests of his own State were almost in 
ruins by an act of Congress sanctioned by him. 
He would support him when he thought him right, 
and condemn him when he thought him wrong. | 
He repeated, he did not wish to be misrepresented. | 
As he would misrepresent no one, he would per- | 
mit no one to misrepresent him. The veto he was 
opposed to. Nomore works on the lakes and rivers 
could be completed under such views; no more 
could be undertaken, and those in progress must 
gotoruin. To lie one winter exposed in an un- 
finished state, as at present, would, on the lakes 
alone, insure a loss of $200,000; and if suspended 
during the existence of this Administration, would 
be utterly useless. After a vote by so large a ma- 
jority of this House in favor of the bill, and more || 
than two-thirds of the Senate, it required courage 
to veto the bill; and this, too, when the veto rests 
upon an abstraction to which Washington, Jeffer- 
son, Madison, Monroe, Jackson, Van Buren, and 
Mr. Polk himself, I might say, was opposed— 
one that must ruin the commerce of the lakes and 
rivers, by putting an end to their improvement. 
In conclusion, he would appeal to the West to 
stand by the bill; to New York, surrounded as 
she is by important works provided for in it, not 
to yield up their interests so long approved of; and 
to gentlemen on this side of the House who voted 
for the bill, not to let any desire to see an inflic- 
tion in a certain quarter prevent them from votin 
for the bill. 

Mr. WILMOT said: 

Mr. Speeaker: I rise, sir, for the purpose of giv- 
ing my cordial approval to the course the President 
has seen fit to pursue upon this subject. L opposed 
this bill in every stage of its passage through this 
House. The President would not have met the 
expectations of the party that elevated him to 
power, had he given his sanction to this bill. In 
this act he has proved himself a man of firmness | 
and nerve, worthy of the high confidence reposed 
in him by the republican party. 

I regard as fraught with imminent danger the 
vast scheme of internal improvement marked out | 
inthis bill. It passed this House by a combina- 
tion of interests—by uniting the local and sectional 
interests of different portions of the country in one | 
common cause—by a system of downright log- | 
rolling. If this Government embarks in a vast | 
scheme of internal improvements, there is no hu- 
man foresight that can see where it will end. It | 
will increase with the growth of agiant. Ina few 
years, it will extend and spread itself over the | 
whole Confederaey, requiring millions upon mil- | 
lions to feed and sustain it. Our legislation will || 
degenerate into a mere scramble for money to feed 
the greedy and insatiate appetite of sectional and |' 
selfish interests. Had I held the fate of this bill || 
in my hands on its passage through the House, I || 
could have obtained any amount of appropriation 
to an object however local in its character, for the 
peers of insuring its success. Yes, sir; I could || 
1ave demanded and received any appropriation of | 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to make the Sus- | 
quehanna navigable for steamboats to the New | 
York line. In this way it is that these bills are || 
framed and passed. A sum is given to this harbor || 
to secure certain support; another sum to that, to || 
gain additional strength; and so on, until sufficient 
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interests have been combined to pass the bill. I 
blame not gentlemen who vote for this measure. 
I know the power of local interests, and how hard } 
it is for representatives to stand up against them. |, 
It is possible, sir, if I had pressing upon mea con- | 
Stitueney deeply interested in the success of this 
bill, that I, too, should yield to their wishes, and 


3ut my constituents are only | 
eing compelled to bear their share of 


give it my support. 

Interestec i 

the expense. 
We have seen in my own State the bitter fruits , 

rolling system. Pennsylvania embark- |, 


75 


of this log- 
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ed ina magnificent and noble enterprise of internal 


improvement—one which is an honor and a credit 
to her people. Had it been economically conduet- 
ed, and confined to objects of acknowledged gen- 
eral and State interest, all would have been well, 
and that great Commonwealth would not at this 


, day have been groaning under the weight of her 


public burdens. Project followed project—one rail- 
road and canal succeeded another, until every sec- 
tion became clamorous to share in its direct benefits. 
To succeed with proper objects, it became neces- 
sary to carry all along. Contracts were let to 
political favorites and partisans, who enriched 
themselves upon the public treasure, until the State 
Government became the great dispenser of wealth, 
and our people stimulated almost to madness in the 
chase for patronage and favors, This log-rolling 
system has done much to lower the tone and cor- 
rupt the political morals of our people. It taucht 
a large class to look to the State for support and 
riches, instead of relying upon the honest and slow 
earnings of industry. 

Sir, I am not the champion of the Executive on 
this floor. LTaspire to no such position. There 
certainly are no reasons personal to myself that 
would induce me tose « such conspicuous grounds, 
T am not as frequent a visiter at the White House 
as many others, and I am confident that no man’s 
visits have been less profitable; but, sir, when the 
President boldly, in the face of strong sectional in- 
terests, stands upon high principle, as in this veto, 
I shall stand by and sustain him. Sir, this veto is 
Jacksonian in its character, and the democracy of 
the country will approve it. T hear much said 
about this one-man power; for what I know not, 
unless it is to bring the veto into disrepute. I re- 
card the veto as one of the great conservative pow- 
ers of the Constitution, and trust in God that it may 
ever be preserved. It is a little remarkable that 
every important veto that has emanated from a 
Democratic Executive has been sustained by the 

eople. This, too, sir, will be sustained. 

Mr. I. E. HOLMES referred to the length of 
time (some eight months) during which they had 
been in session, and to the blasting influence which 
the passage of this bill into a law would have had, 
after the glorious deeds which they had consum- 
mated; and said it was really refreshing to have an 
Executive who, in spite of all the clamors with 
which not only his opponents, but a large portion 
of those who came into this Hall upon principles 
necessarily involving enmity to internal improve- 
ments and extravagance, would assail him for 
throwing himself upon principle, and doing a deed, 
as he dad done this day, which showed him to have 
nerve, and fit to be at the head of this confederated 
empire, able and willing to throw back the waves 
of extravagance which tended to destroy the ener- 
gies and liberties of the people. 

Was the party with which he acted the Demo- 
cratic party par excellence ? Was it a party of 
principle? And if it was a party of principle, he 
asked with what face they could rise on this floor 


| and reprobate the veto which supported that — 
’ 


principle on which the Baltimore Convention acte¢ 
fa laugh,] and which the gentleman from Penn- 


| sylvania attended. 
[A voice. Did you take part in the proceedings 


of that convention 7] 
I was not in the Baltimore Convention, (said Mr. 


| H.) We of South Carolina held that the formal 


declaration of our creed was unnecessary, and the 


reason is obvious; it is founded on the eternal’ 


principles of free trade, the peace of the country, 


| and democracy for the benefit of the whole—not a 
| part, the North and West. He stated distinctly, 


that if the Democratic party intended to stand to- | 


gether, they must not divide off in this manner 
whenever there comes a local question of harbors 
and rivers, and improvements at each man’s door. 
What was this Government? It was a Confedera- 


| ey to do what the States individually cannot do; 


and had the idea been entertained that they were 
to do what any State could do, the South never 
would have entered into it, which under this sys- 
tem would create a central action, like the sun in 
mid heaven, drawing the whole moisture from the 
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South, and throwing it upon the North and West, 
They came into this Confederation to do equal jus- 
tice to all, particular favors tonone. But this sys- 
tem, if carried out, would vive to the North and 
West additional expenditures to those already 
drawn from the South, and whieh the y, by pro- 
ducing the largest amount of export, which was 
the basis of import, furnished the ability to pay. 
They had given peace to the country by doing 
justice on the Ore ron quest On? OF, if not peace, a 
vlorious struggle between monopoly and liberty. 
Let it come. Sir, we have burst the bastile of 
restriction, and unfettered the energies of the peo- 
ple; and let us now stop, by that veto and the sus- 
taining thereof, this extravagance of expenditure, 
that we may return to our constituents with the 
consolation that we have done what our fathers 
intended when they made this Government, and 
desiened it to be ene of universal blessings, not of 
particular curses, 

Mr. BRODHLEAD next obtained the floor, and 
said he would sustain the veto of the President, 
because the gentlemen from the West, who are 
principally interested in the measure, had stricken 
down the revenue policy which provides the means, 
They cannot come here, and, by their course upon 
the tariff, deprive the treasury of the means and 
then clamor for appropriations to improve their 
harbors and rivers. They refused to go with their 
true friends when the tariff bill was before the 
House. and he therefore regarded the veto asa 
measure of just re tribution. tle could not under- 
stand why the Secretary of War should recom- 
mend the appropriations in the manner stated by, 
his colleague, |Mr. ‘Thompson, ] and then, when 
Congress complies with his request, the President 
should disapprove of the act. That involved a 
degzree of inconsistency which others might ex- 
plain. He agreed with his colleague, that the 
opposition to this measure should have been indi- 


| cated at an earlier day; and if it had, he ventured 
| to say that the tariff bill never would have passed 


this House. He invited western gentlemen to cut 
loose from what is called southern democracy, and 
to vo with their true friends from the northern and 
middle States. 

Mr. TIBBATTS regretted very’much the ne- 
eessity which brought him to address the House 
at this time and upon this subject; and in what he 
had to say he should treat the President with that 
proper resp et which was due him, and which he 
owe d also to the nit mbers of this House. He to- 
tally disagreed with the President in his veto mes- 
e—not in those principles in which he declares 
our Government to be a Government of specially 
delegated powers, but in the application of those 
principles to the bill. And he begged leave to call 
the attention of the House to the message of the 
President itself, because he must confess, notwith- 
standing the rumors floating through the city for a 
week past in relation to the veto of this bill, it had 
come as a matter of surprise to him; and he would 
say to his colleague, [Mr. Boyp,] who had taken 
occasion to thank the President for this veto, that, 
so far as the interests of the western country were 
concerned, he thanked him for an act which, if Mr, 
T’. understood their interests and feelings, would 
bea source of grief to many a merchant and trader, 
and of wailing to many a widow and orphan. 

Mr. ea caused to be read an extract from the 
message of the President, calling attention to ** the 
condition of the public works,”’ referred to in the 
report of the Secretary of War, &c., and extracts 
from that report, recommending divers works, a 
part of which were contained in this bill. 

If Mr. T. understood the point of this message, 
the President admitted the constitutionality of 
appropriations for harbors on the sea; and of the 
appropriations for lake harbors contained in the 
bill, all but five were recommended by the Presi- 
dent himself (for he took it for granted that the 
President recommended them in recommending the 
report of his Secretary to the consideration of Con- 
cress.) He therefore said he was surprised at this 
veto, because Congress and the country had a right 
to suppose he would sanction a bill containing ap- 
propriations thus recommended by himself. 


sage 





ss a 





5 
i 
3 


we 


1186 


He was the more surprised, because a distinction 
seemed to be taken between domestic and foreign 


commerce—a distinction which the western country 
never had, and never would submit to. : 

Some conversation arose between Mr. T. and 
Mr. LIOUSTON, of Alabama, as to the fact whether 
this point was made in the messace, 

Mr. TIBBATTS (continuing) combated the idea 
of such a distinction, and contended that the har- 
bors on the lakes were as much connected with 
foreign commerce as those on the seaboard, and 
urged that they were equally entitled to the protec- 
tion of the Government. 

Mr. BRINKEREHOFF had a few words to say, 


and but a very few. The question before us (said 


he) is, ‘* Shall this beeome a law, the objections of 
the Pre lent to the contrary notwithstanding ?”’ 
If it was in my power, sir, by the vote I shall give, 


to make ita law, the Pre side nt’s objection to the 


contrary notwithstanding, it would become a law. 


f am anxious, and lone have been anxious, that it 


should tbe nea law, | have ente rtained appre- 
hensions, however, that it would not: I have 
been apprehensive that it would be defeated by an 


executive veto: and had my humble advice been 
my fnends, I believe it would have been 
saved from this fate. | am not at all disposed to 


‘the prophet of the past:’’ 


i ke n by 


piny thre croaker, or 
bont 
| 1] for one week, as 


I advised them to do, this bill 
would have become a law. [Tam satisfied of it, sir. 
Mr. Speaker, lam not immediately interested in 
in this bill. There is 
appropriation im it to be ¢ xpended 
within or upon the 


ary appropriation contained 
not an item of 
horders of my district; but the 
Oye ts contemplated by the 
the whole people 
part to repre 


is by the wav of 


bill are those in which 
of the State IT have the honor in 
ent take a deep interest. Our market 
the lake our produc ts seek a 
r that way, and our merchandise comes 
throuch tl 


market ove 
to us ie same channel. These lakes have 
no natural harbors—not one; naturally the mouth 
of eve ry river emptying into the m 1s clorgved hy a 
sand-bar, and it is only by the erection of piers, 
cutiiag those 


wid-bars, and extending into deep 
; | 
water, that any harbor can be obtained, or any 


commerce can be carried on. The preservation of 
lake harbor improvements is almost essentially 
necessary to the existence of the people of northern 


Ohio as 


commerce 


mciry ilize d ye onple. 


there; 


We have now a laree 
let the mouths of the se rivers fill 
up, and that-commerce must fail, for it has no 
facilities, no channels. 

The President objects, as [ understand him from 
the reading of the message, to the appropriation for 


these Jake harbors, that they are not used for for- 
emn commerce, oir, I take issue with him on the 
fai t; the ex; orts made from the m, and the imports 


| 
made across the broad exnanse of 


with the country from which these 
Waters separate us—Canada. “If L recollect right, 
he tells us they are not necessary or useful for 
the purpose of a navy. : 


into the m, are 
waters, and 


Sir, we havea navy upon 
Within the last few years we have 
expended half'a million of dollars on the construc- 
tion of an iron steam frigate and several iron reve- 
nue cutters, which are vessels of war to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever. 


oy 
those lakes. 


The bosom of these 
lakes have been made the theatre of tremendous 
the defence of our country. Thy are not internal; 
to all intents and purpose s they are external waters. 
Bounding our country on the north, and lookine 
out upon a forei rn country, from whose forces we 
are always most and justly apprehensive, it is not 
true that the erection and preservation of their har- 
bors is not useful and necessary for naval pur- 
poses; it is not true that they are not engaged in 
foreizn commerce. The contrary of both these 
propositions is the fact. . 

Sir, when [ was engaged in the canvass before 
my people for the seat which I occupy in these 
Halls, it was objected to me and the party with 
which I act, that we were opposed to these lake 
harbors. I denied it, indignantly denied it. | 
thought I had a right to deny it. The reference 
to the opinions and actions of the predecessors of 
the author of this veto justified me in denying it. 
The honorable gentleman (my friend I suppose he 
will allow me to call him) from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Wicmor]} says itis a Jackson veto. 
thing, sir. 


It is no such 
I hold in my hand (said Mr. B.) a list 
of nearly all the items of appropriation contained 
in this bill, and every one of which has received 
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had my friends postponed the vote on the tariff 


the repeated sanction of Presidents Jackson and 
Van Buren. The first is Burlington, on Lake 
Champlain; the next, Plattsburg harbor, on the 
same lake; the third, Port Ontario. Now, sir, 
each of these Yeceived appropriations for their im- 
provement at three different times during the Ad- 
ministration of Mr. Van Buren. We then come 
to Oswego, Big Sodus, the mouth of the Genesee 
river, and of Oak Orchard creek, on Lake Ontario. 
The first three were sanctioned seven times in 
seven different bills, and in seven different years, 
by President Jackson, and the last three times by 
Mr. Van Buren. Next come Buffalo, Dunkirk, 
Erie, Grand River, Ashtabula, Cleveland, and Hu- 
ron, allon Lake Erie; and each of these, too, were 
sanctioned seven different times by Jackson, and 
three times by Van Buren; River Raisin harbor, 
onee by Jackson, and three times by Van Buren; 
Chicago, several times by both; St. Louis harbor, 
by Van Buren twice; Stanford Ledge, in Maine, 
three times by Van Buren; Bridgeport, in Connec- 
ticut, and Port Penn and Newcastle, Delaware, 
several times by hoth; Baltimore, three times by 
Van Buren; the Savannah river, Georgia, and 
Hudson river, New York, were sanctioned by 
both: and so were appropriations for the improve- 
ment of the Ohio river above and below the falls, 
and of the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and 
Red rivers. 

Now, this embraced nearly all the items contain- 
ed in this bill, and there is searcely any of those 
contained in it additional to these which I have 
read, except such as are required by the more ex- 
tended condition of the country. Why, the coast 
of Lake Michigan, which was a wilderness when 
Mr. Van Buren went into power, is now the seat 
of population and commerce, and hence the neces- 
sity of a few new works upon that lake. There 


snot an appropriation in this bill, the principle of 


which has not met the reneated sanction of Gen- 
eral Jackson Mr. Van Buren. Was I not 
justified, then, in saying to my constituents that it 
was nota part of the Democratic creed to oppose 
improvements for lakes and rivers in the 
West? My colleague [Mr. McDoweE.t] suggests 
that Mr. Van Buren and General Jackson did not 
understand the Constitution. Well, lam inclined 
to think constitutional learning has taken a won- 
derful advance in our day. 

Sir, this bill is passed by a majority of two-thirds 
of the other body—in regard to the members of 
which, [ may say that every one of them singly 
is the equal in capacity of the author of this veto. 
General Jackson approve d these works almost in- 
variably; Martin Van Buren approved them; Silas 
Wright approved them, and served upon the Com- 
mittee on Commerce which reported them at the 
last Congress; General Cass approves them; Mr. 
Benton votes for them—men, with all of whom the 
author of this veto will compare—and so will I 
with Hercules. 

And I believe the distinguished statesman from 
South Carolina [Mr. CaLnovun] originated in part, 
and voted for a bill which came to this House the 
other day, and was kicked out, making appropria- 
tions for rivers alone, and leaving the lakes to take 
I was absent when the vote 


and 


these 


care of themselves. 


| was taken; I wish I had been here, for I would 


have helped to kick it out. We want none of the 
gifts of the Greeks: ** Divide and conquer”? is the 
maxim of which the cunning statesmen from that 
section know how to act. It was thrown in here 
to divide the rivers from the lakes, and thus cut 
them up in detail. But he sanctioned the principle 
of appropriation for the improvement of rivers by 
his vote, 

There is not, then, a distineuished statesman in 
the country, of those who have been looked up to 
as the guides and landmarks of political epimon, 
who has refused his sanction to the principles of 
this bill. They are vital to the existence of our 
people; they are necessary to the safety and the 
lives of our sailors and boatmen. We must have 
them, and I tell gentlemen we will have them, veto 
or no veto. The occupant, for the time being, of 
the presidential chair may check them; may throw 
impediments in the way of their progress; may 
allow the devouring tooth of time and the storms 
of heaven to destroy much of those which have 
been commenced, and are still incomplete; may 


‘make larger appropriations necessary hereafter; 


but stop them he cannot; because, in attempting to 
do so, he arrays himself against the substantial and 
vital interests of a majority of the people of this 
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country. It is a new poe which the Exec. 


tive is endeavoring to introduce here; new to th, 
action of this Government; new to the action ; 
Democratic Presidents; new to the action ana 
opinions of all the Democratic statesmen of +}, 
country, and in that attempt he will fail, as he de. 
serves to fail. He says it is too late to questi, 
the propriety of erecting buoys, beacons, and athe : 
Why, upon the lakes we ask nothing else but 
Piers, and piers alone, constitute all our harbor jn. 
provements. You may erect light-houses to war; 
the mariner of rocks, of shoals, and of breakers 
but you cannot afford the same, or a less, amoyy: 
of appropriation to give him a harbor of refyo, 
into which he may run as a retreat in the hour or 
peril! Oh, no! that would be unconstitutional! I 
am not abstractionist enough to understand apy 
such distinction. I believe, if, by the expend(: 
of money, you may contribute io the safety of th. 
mariner, in warning him of danger, you may eree; 
a barrier to that danger. 
between them. 

A war marine on these lakes is absolutely neces. 
sary. You have found it so; you have expended 
a large amount of money in the erection of 9 
you have provided materials for more. And who: 
are your vessels to do without harbors? Com» 
dore Perry constructed his fleet at Erie in the ti; 
of the last war, and they were engaged for days 
the employment of expedients to float their vessels 
over the bar into the deep water. Fortunately foy 
him, steamers did not exist then. If they had, he 
never could have got out in the world, and he only 
got out by taking advantage of contrary winds, 
which kept the enemy beyond his re ach. 

Sir, I hold in my hand a long list of acts for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors approved 
General Jackson. Here is one, dated March 3, 
1829, which received the sienature of ** Old H 
ory’’—the genuine article—no infantile hickory— 
the old fellow himself. ; 

{Here Mr. B. read from an act of the ahove d 
a long list of appropriations for the improveny 
of harbors on the lakes and on the coast. | 

Objection is made to this bill (he continued) be- 
cause it contains a diversity of appropriations for 
the lakes and rivers. Now I never could imagine 
any good reason why these objects, looking to the 
same end and for the same general purpose, should 
not be embraced in the same bill. But her 
these bills, signed and approved by General Jack- 
son, in repeated instances, you find the same incon- 
gruity, if incongruity it be, of appropriations for 
the Mississippi, Ohio, the eastern coast, and th 
lake harbors, all embraced in the same bill. Sir, 
more than nine-tenths of the improvements under 
this bill originated under General Jackson, and 
were carried forward under his Administration and 
that of Mr. Van Buren; and are we now to be told 
that we are guilty of a breaci of party fealty and 
alleviance unless we accept the doctrines of this 
Message, and repudiate what we have always ad- 


I can see no dilfere 


a. 


ne 


vocated—what the wants of the country require, 


and the interests and lives of our people inper- 
ously demand? I believe no such doctrine. | 
shall act on no such doctrine. I shall vote for 
this bill, the President’s objections to the con- 


trary notwithstanding; and in doing so, I support 


the common interests of the people of the whole 
West in the proper and economical prosecution 0! 
this system. 

There needs nothing to be added to what has 
already so well been said by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, {Mr. Tissatts,] on another part of this 
subject, relative to the estimates and recommenda- 
tions of the executive department for these very 
appropriations Sir, are we to understand here- 
after, when reports of the different heads of the de- 
partments are laid before us, that they are to be 
taken as no indication of the wishes of the Execv- 
tive—none at all? Are the reports, the demands, 
the estimates of the Secretary of War to this House, 
no indication of the Executive will? If not, why 
are the reports and estimates of the Secretary 0! 
the Treasury to be taken as such indication’ If 
this subterfuge—(I am obliged to call it, because 
no better word presents itself to my mind )—if this 
subterfuge of repudiating the action, the recom: 
mendations, and estimates of his own Secretaries, 
is to be resorted to by the President, what are We 
to depend upon hereafter? The Secretary of War 


and the Secretary of the Treasury may come up 
to us and tell us, ‘‘ we want so many millions o! 

. Pe) , 
dollars to prosecute the Mexican war; and how 
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are we to know whether it is needed or not, or 
whether it is authorized by the President or not? 
Sir, I think the attempt is a failure to put any such 
construction on this matter, Are not these reports 
of the different heads of the departments made to 
the President himself? Are they not submitted to 
him for his inspection and approval? Does he 
permit a man to hold a seat in his cabinet, and 
transmit through him, to be laid before Congress, 
documents which meet his decided disapprobation? 
Does he permit himself to be the medium of com- 
municating the recommendations of unconstitu- 
tional appropriations? A strange doctrine this! 
My own regret is, sir, that gentlemen did not 
think with me, and postpone action upon the tariff 
yntil the ten days, during which the President was 
allowed to hold this bill, had expired. I then held 
confidently to the opinion that these appropriations 
would have been made had that course been taken; 


that these improvements would not have been stop- | 
ed; that these materials wou!d not have been al- | 


owed to go to deeay; that those works now unfin- 
ished would not be permitted to be swept away by 
the storms of a coming winter; that the necessity 


for renewed and heavy appropriations would not | 
have arisen from this cause: that the navigators on | 


these lakes and rivers would have had some places 
of shelter and security; and that when misfortune 
does come across them—when the storms of heaven 
or the concealed snags of the river wreck their crafts, 


and send their messmates and friends to a watery | 


crave, they would have no just ground to charge 
their Government with a want of parental care. I 
humbly conceive that the Executive of this coun- 
try, in sending in his veto to this bill, assumes a 
heavy responsibility. I am not among the num- 
ber of those who would abolish the veto power by 
any means. If 1 had the fabrication of a new 
Constitution, it should have a place, unaltered, in 
that Constitution; but it is a power which should 
be exercised with extreme caution. What does 
this Executive know about our lakes? Has he 
ever set foot upon the deck that floats over them? I 
presume not, sir. He has no local knowledge upon 
the subject, in my opinion. The Representatives 
of the people from that region deem these im- 
provements important. We know them to be im- 
portant to the safety of our commerce, important 
to the protection of the lives of our citizens. A 


very decided majority of the Representatives of 


the people on this floor have given their assent to 
this bill, after a full, free, and elaborate discussion. 
The other branch of this Coneress—who are con- 
sidered more properly the Representatives of the 
States—have passed it by a majority of two-thirds; 
and when I look forward to the consequences that 
are to ensue from the neglect to prosecute this sys- 


tem during the remainder of this Administration, | 


I say the Executive has assumed a fearful respon- 
sibility—a_ responsibility of which I am by no 
means envious. 

Mr. RHETT wished to say a few words in de- 
fence of the veto. He first noticed the position 
taken by the gentlemen from Ohio [Mr. Brinker- 
Horr} and Kentucky, [Mr. Tissarts,] and which 
being, as Mr. R. contended, a very material error, 
constituted the basis of their indictment of the 
Executive—viz: that the recommendation contain- 
ed in the report of the Secretary of War was to 
be understood as endorsed and sanctioned by the 
President. Were not the gentlemen aware, that 
by the law under which the reports were made by 
the Secretaries, they acted not at the mandate, or 
according to the will, of the President, but for the 
members of Congress, and that the form of address- 
ing the President did not alter the case? He ar- 
gued against this position, on the ground that the 
President could not control the course of his Sec- 


retaries; that they acted on their own responsibility || 


to Congress. And in proof that this was the Demo- 
cratic_view of the question, he referred to the 
celebrated report of Mr. Poinsett of his militia 


scheme, and of the veto by President Van Buren || 


of the bill framed upon that; for which, when 
called to account before the people by the Whigs, 


who charged, as certain Democrats are now doing, || 


that the President was responsible, the Democratic 
party had defended him on precisely the ground 
which he (Mr. R.) now oceupied. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
more than recommend Mr. Poinsett’s plan to the 
consideration of Congress? 

Mr. RHETT. Mr. Van Buren did more than 
Mr. Polk has done in this case. 


Did Mr. Van Buren do 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. THURMAN. I do not controvert that. 


My object is not to draw a parallel. I only wish 
that Mr. Van Buren’s course in reference to Mr. 
Poinsett’s plan be understood. 

Mr. RHETT (continuing) said, supposing that 
Mr. Polk had specially called the attention of Con- 
gress in this form: **1l call your attention to the 
scheme of internal improvements, as designated 
and laid down in the report of the Secretary of 
War’’—he would have done nothine more than 
Mr. Van Buren did. He further referred to the 
circumstances of that case, and to the veto of Mr. 
Van Buren, which was defended by the Demo- 
cratic party, on the ground of the independence of 
the denartments to the Executive, and their re- 
sponsibility to Congress. Those who now took 
the opposite ground had swapped sides, and had 
taken the wrong side—the Whig side. 

dut the real difficulty was that developed by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropurap,]} 
that the tariff and internal improvements were 
part and parcel of one system. ‘They were so, he 
admitted, of “*the American system.’? They were 
the two creat elements of al! covernment—the tax- 
ing power and the dispensing power. He con- 
tended that gentlemen who argued that both should 
be unlimited, took a course which tended to con- 
solidation, to absolute despotism: and in this, so fur 
from being Republicans, they were arrant Federal- 
ists. In illustration of this*position, he referred at 
some leneth to the history of the course and pro- 
gress of parties for ye ars past on this point. He 
also defended the exercise of the veto power in this 
instanee, and generally, and trusted this veto would 
operate like all the others which had gone before 
it—a new lease to the power of the party with 
whom he acted. Te trusted that their western 
friends would come to astand, seeing the tendency 
of the system to consolidation, and that this veto 
would operate to save the Republican party from 
the principles of that system, and avert the wniver- 
sal sweep of Federalism over the land. . 

Mr. BAYLY obtained the floor, and yielded to 
a motion that the House adjourn. ; 

The motion beine waived, 

Mr. McK AY moved to suspend the rules, for the 

urnose of receiving a report from the Committee 
of Wavs and Means, (of the amendments of the 
Senate to the constitutional treasury bill.) 

The question being taken, was decided in the 
negative—ayes 68, noes 55—not two-thirds voting 
in the affirmative. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of taking up Senate bills on 
the Speaker’s table. 

The motion was reiected. 

After some conversation, 

Mr. FARAN, adverting to the necessity of hav- 
ing the message printed, in order that members 
might discuss it with some sort of understanding 
as to what its actual contents were, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

Which motion prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, August 4, 1846. 


Mr. ALLEN rose and called the attention of the 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Catnown] to 
certain reported remarks of that Senator in relation 
to the independent treasury bill, wherein he was 
represented as declaring himself averse to any re- 
striction being placed upon the circulation of treas- 
ury drafts. [Mr. A. read a portion of Mr. Car- 
HowN’s remarks upon that subject. } 

Mr. A. said it was the intention of himself and 
of those who voted with him to leave the bill in 
the state in which it came from the House, so far 
as related to these treasury drafts, and he made 
this explanation for the purpose of showing— 

Ast. That he had proposed no restriction: there- 
fore the statement that he had done so was not true 
in point of fact. 

9d. To remove the impression that the treasury 
had before issued drafts for circulation, and that 


he, (Mr. A.,) by restricting the circulation, intended 


to embarrass the administration of the department. 
Mr. CALHOUN said he believed that the report 
was substantially correct. His opinion in regard 


to the matter was, that upon first putting in opera- 
tion the system of a separation of the Government 
from the banks, there ought to be no restriction 
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imposed upon the circulation of the treasury dra‘ts; 
and none, in point of fact, thereafter, unless expe- 
rience showed that it was necessary. There was, 
in his opinion, no one objection that could be 
urged against putting these drafts into circulation, 
by paying them to the Government creditor, which 
would not equally apnly when it was proposed to 
He rerre tted 
to he obliged to differ somewhat upon this point 
with his friends upon that side 


1 . ? ' 
exchange them for cold and silver. 


, but he was gov 
erned in this instance, as in all others, by the con- 
victions of his iudeme nt. 
Mr. BENTON said he knew of no such use 
ever before having been made of treasury drafts as 
to allow the disbursing oftlicer of the Government 
to pay them away tnst And he ce 
h erie and misde- 


retary of the Treas 


id of money. 
»). te] 1 } } 
cared that he rewarded ttasa hi 
of any Sex 


ury to propose sucha thing as 


meanor on the mart 
making paper to be 
issued by the Government a cirenlating medium. 


Mr. LEWIS made a brief explanation, in the 
course of which he took oeen on to correct a mis 
representation which he said had gone abroad 
throuch thie macnetic telecranh, and had been 
copied into all the northern pane rs, that he (Mr. 
L.) had proposed, at the in tance of the Secretary 


of the Treasury, the issue of an unlimited amount 


of treasury drafts, and that the Senator from Mia 


sour had resisted the ronposition, It was true, 
the Senator from Missouri had imputed this con- 
sequence to the amendment which he had proposed 


for the payment of the treasury drafts to the pu 

creditors, but he thought this position of the hon 
orable Senator from Missourt was controverted, It 
was not intended to have, nor would it have, any 
such conseque nee, The se dr ifts were proposed to 
be drawn upon actual denosites of money, and paid 
to actual creditors of the Government. They would 
in this way enter into ctreulation none the more 
than if they were, as provided by the original bill 
exchanged for gold and silver. 


Fle Was of posed 
toa Government paper circulation, and he had sun 
porte d his amendmentexpressly on the cround that 


it would not lead to any. such consequence, Yet 
he had heen represented as proposing an illimitable 
He hoped the news- 
papers would hereafter do him better justice. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed, that, as far as he 
was himself concerned, he had no apprehension 
that he was at all exposed to the danger of being 
considered in favor of a paper currency. Elis views 
upon this subject had been expressed too often to 
admit of being misconstrued by any portion of the 
community. 

Mr. S'MMONS said he was somewhat surprised 
to hear the honorable chairman of the Finance 
Committee continue to express the belief that his 
amendment would, if adopted, have afforded no 
greater facilities for putting into circulation this 
paper money, as he ealled it. 

Mr. LEWIS. Paper money, as others call it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Well, these treasury drafts, 
then, if under the bill as it originally stood they 
were to be exchanged for gold and silver. In the 
latter case they were not likely to become a cur- 
rency, unless some one would give gold and silver 
forthem. And he believed it would be a rather 
difficult matter to find any one who would do this. 
But as for their being readily taken for debts due 
by the Government, he was quite sure that many 
a creditor of the Government would be glad to get 
even a draft before they erat through the difficulties 
in which they would soon find themselves involved. 
He thought there was a very broad distinction he- 
tween the provisions of the bill and the amend- 
ment. The bill was bad enough as it now stood, 
but it would have been still worse had the amend- 
ment prevailed. As the bill came from the House 
there were various restrictions 

Mr. LEWIS. I did not strike out one of them. 
I proposed additional ones. 

Mr. SIMMONS. There were various restric- 
tions contained in it, and yet the Senator set about 
amending it. 

Mr. LEWIS. Yes, by adding other restrictions. 

Mr. SIMMONS. If the Senator believed that 
the treasury drafts would have answered their 
purposes equally well under the clause which per- 
mitted them to be exchanged for gold and silvyer— 

Mr. CASS here interposed upon a point of or- 
der. The bill which was the subject of this dis- 
cussion had passed the Senate. It was no longer 
before them, and he could see no propriety in dis- 
cussing it over again. 


issue of Government paper. 
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Mr. SIMMONS hereupon resumed his seat, and 
the discussion ceased. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


By Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on 
the Militia: Asking to be disharged from the fur- 
ther econ rele ration of the pe tition in re lation to the 
orzanization and equipment of the militia of the 
Orevon territory. 

Also, from the same committee, asking to be dis- 
charged from the memorials of the Legislature of 
Ne w York, and the re port of the Seere tary of War 

3d Fel ruary, in relation to the militia of the 

ules and ‘Territories; all of which were concur- 
red in. 
By Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs: House ‘ 
apPpPropriatlons for certain 
United States for the fi 
June, 1847. 

By Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on 
Pensions: TLouse bill for the relic f of Catharine Ful- 
ton, of Washington county, Pennsylvania, without 


amendment, and recommending that it be indefi- 
nitely postpan d, 


® i 
of the 


St 


bill, without amendment, making 
defensive works of the 


al year ending on the 3d 


‘This bill was accompanied by a detailed re port; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


Also, from the committee, the following 
il suse byl] amend 
ine that they be | 

An act for the relief of Geor 

An act for the re 

An act for the re 

Also, from the 


ine 
$, without ment, and récommend- 
\ peo tnooned: 

re Roush; 
lef of Jonathan Brown; 
lief of Polly Dameron. 


ride finvit 


ime committee, asking to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the fol- 
lowing petitions: 

' petition of Flector and John Butler; 
‘he petition of Robert Armstrong; 
“hye petition of Eliza Buchanan; 
“he petition of N. Nye Hall; 
‘he petition of William Miller; 
he petition of the legal representatives of Sam- 
uel C. Montgomery: 

The petition of William De Courcy. 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursiance of le ive, introduced 
a joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of War 
to adjust by arbitration a controversy between the 
United States and David Am« : 


BILL TO REMIT DUTY ON RAILROAD IRON, 
Mr. EVANS said he should onee more move, 
as the opportunity now atlorded, to take up the 
bill to remit duties which have been paid or have 
accrued upon the importation of railroad iron in 
certain cases Ile expressed a desire to have the 
billtaken up and disposed of; and as this was prob- 
ably the last effort that he would be able to make, 
he hope d it mizht be successful. 
Mr. BENTON eave notice to the Senate that 
he should make it a point to oppose all attempts 
he ré aft rtot ikke bills out of the ir appropriate orde r 
on the cal ndar, with the exce plion of the appro- 
priation bills, or others of grave. public import. 
As for this mode of picking bills out of their order 
to suit the convenience of Senators, he was utterly 
opposed to the proceeding. As soonas the appro- 
priation bills were disposed of, he should move to 
proceed with the calendar, and take such bills only 
as could be disposed of after prompt ¢ xplanations; 
that, where they were likely to lead to debate, the 
sense of the Senate should be tested on their merits 
by moving to lay them on the table. He thought 
that in this daily struggle to take bills out of their 
legitimate places, more time was lost unnecessarily 
than if they proceeded according to the calendar. 
The question having been taken on Mr. Evans’s 
motion to take up the bill, it was decided in the 
affirmative: Yeas 24, nays 15. 
The bill to remit the duties on certain railroad 
iron was then taken up; and having been read— 
Mr. EVANS rose and entered into an explana- 
tion of the object of the bill. Lt was, he said, in- 
tended to remit the duties which had accrued upon 
importations of railroad iron already laid down, or 
which was ready to be laid down. 
admitting this iron free of duty had been com- 
menced as early as 1832-3, for the encouragement 
of the construction of railways. He thought it 
was a very wise policy, and one which had oper- 
ated very beneficially by greatly increasing ‘the 
number of railroads throughout the country. The 
wlicy had continued so long that the States and 
individuals had a right to expect that, unless the 
state of the treasury called for a different policy, 


The policy of 


a : : : oe bill 
States, encouraged by this policy on the part of || by adding $4,000 for the additional salary of cer. 


the General Government, had entered into works 
of this description; contracts had been made abroad 
for iron, and funds had been provided for the pros- 


ecution and completion of long lines of railroad, || 
, without any expectation that the policy would be 


interfered with by the imposition of duty on rail- 
road iron, Inthe embarrassments which occurred 
in the years 1837-"s-’9, a great many of the States 
were obliged to suspend their works; and this sus- 
pension occasioned a failure to comply with the 
law, which required the iron to be laid down with- 
in three years after it was imported. This bill 
was intended to meet such cases. The committee 
which reported this bill considered it nothing more 
than just and proper that the expectation so natu- 
rally entertained that the policy would be pre- 
served, should not be disappointed. He regarded 
this sort of iron in the light of raw material, be- 
cause it cave occasion for the employment of labor. 
There had been, he believed, one hundred and fifty 


millions of dollars expended in the construction of | 


railroads in this country, from which outlay, the 
Government itself had reaped no small advantage, 
whilst all that had been contributed by the Gov- 
ernment was the remission of duty upon the tron, 
which was equal, perhaps, altogether, to about 
five millions of dollars. He maintained that the 
Government had done too little towards a deserip- 
tion of works from which the whole community 
derived inealeulable advantaves. ; 

Mr. DICKINSON moved an additional provis- 
ion, so as to embrace iron which micht hereafter 
be imported for the construction of railroads. 

And thereupon a debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
DAYTON, SIMMONS, CALHOUN, CAME- 
RON, CASS, and BAGBY participated. 

A motion by Mr. BAGBY to lay the bill upon 
the table, was nezatived, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Dayton, Dix, 
Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Miller, Niles, Semple, Sevier, 
Sturgeon, and Turney—22. 

NAYS—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, Cil- 
ley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Colquitt. Corwin, 
Davis, Dickinson, Evans, Greene, Jarnagin, Johnson of 
Louisiana, Johnson of Maryland, Lewis, McDuttie, Man- 
gin, Phelps, Simmons, Speight, Upham, Webster, Wood- 
bridge, and Yulee—26. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
EVANS, ALLEN, BERRIEN, ATHERTON, 
and ARCHER. 

And the question being taken on Mr. Dickin- 
son’s amendment, it was negatived. 

further amendments were proposed by Messrs. 
JOHNSON of Louisiana, ASHLEY, and MIL- 
LER. 

Mr. MILLER addressed the Senate in support 
of his amendment, and in opposition to the pro- 
visions of the bill as it stoad. 

The question being taken on the amendments, 
they were negatived, and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Chalmers, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Colquitt, 
Corwin, Evans, Greene, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, 
Johnson of Maryland, Lewis, MeDuttie, Mangum, Phelps, 


Simmons, Speight, Upham, Webster, Woodbridge, and 
Yulee—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, 
Bright, Cameron, Cass, Cilley, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, 
Fairfield, Haunegan, Houston, Miller, Niles, Semple, Se- 
vier, Sturfeon, and Turney—21. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. LEWIS moved to proceed to the consider- 
ation of the bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government; 
which motion having been agreed to— 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the bill by add- 
ing an item of some $300,000 to pay the claims of 
ciuzens of the United States for indemnities by 
Mexico. 

This proposition led to a protracted discussion, 
in which Messrs. BERRIEN, NILES, CASS, 
McDUFFIE, JOHNSON of Maryland, EVANS, 
and others participated; when the question having 
been taken on its adoption, it was decided in the 
negative: Yeas 18, nays 23. 

Mr. LEWIS moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting a clause to make permanent certain clerks 
for the statistical bureau in the State Department; 
but after a brief discussion, in which Messrs. 
NILES, LEWIS, EVANS, STURGEON, CAL- 
HOUN, and others, participated, the proposition 
was defeated. 


| tain judges in the States of Missouri, Arkansa. 
and other States, &c.; which motion was avreed ;,. 


| TON in a few brief remarks, which were x; 


| proceeded to the consideration of Executive | 


' contributing more than any other section, receive¢ 


i 


Mr. L. moved further to amend the bil] jy}, 
serting an item of $4,500 as an outfit to Arth 


| Middleton, Esq., while acting as Chargé d’A fluires 
/at Madrid, in Spain. 


This motion, after a brief discussion, in which 
Messrs. EVANS, McDUFFIE, JOHNSON ,» 
Maryland, LEWIS, and others, participated, wos 
decided in the negative: Yeas 16, nays 21, noes 


Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend by fxjp> 


| the salaries of Professor Espy and clerk at <3.) 


This amendment was opposed by Mr. BEN. 
Sarat pled 

to by Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
The amendment was adopted on a divisiy 


| Aves 31, noes not counted. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN also moved an amen. 
ment in relation to the appropriation for marin. 
hospitals, which was agreed to. 


And on motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, the Ss: 


ate 
4 vou 
ness, and, after a short time spent therein, ad- 
journed, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, -lugust 4, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday having been read— 

Mr. HUNT, of Michigan, and Mr. E. Bp, 
HOLMES, moved that it be so corrected in relation 
to their votes on the resolution giving compensa- 
tion to the officers of the House, as to be in. 
formity with the fact which they stated—the J. 
nal as it stood being now incorrectly made | 

The Journal was amended accordingly. 

The effect of the amendment was to chan 
the result of the vote, so that the resolution, the 
Speaker announced, stood passed. 

The Journal was then approved. 


THE VETO. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the bill making appropriations for 
improvement of certain harbors and rive rs, wl 
had been returned to this House, in which it origi- 
nated, by the President, with his objections. 

Mr. BAYLY approved of this veto. lItsd 
trines, in his opinion, were sound. They placed | 
President, if he did not stand there before, : 
eround of our most orthodox republicans, and his 
construction of the Constitution rescued the « 
which gave to Congress the power to regulate co 
merce, from the sweeping character which th 
genuity of politicians had endeavored to place upon 
it. He referred to the debates in the convention to 
show that the term commerce was used synoiiy- 
mously with trade, and that this clause referred to 
the business of commerce, and not to the medi 
of transit. He maintained that Congress had no 
more authority under this clause to construct i!- 


' ternal improvements, than to furnish shipping. 


3ut not only was the power to enter into a system 
of internal improvements not given in the Const- 
tution, but it was asked for and refused; and yet" 
was attempted by politicians to create this power 
by implication. He referred to the inherent 1- 
equalities, injustice, and partiality of the system, 
which he said placed it in utter and irreconcilabe 
conflict with the spirit of the Constitution, of which 
throughout all its provisions uniformly was a st'- 
king feature. This bill was a striking instance 0! 
the partiality of this system: appropriating Neary 
one and a half millions of dollars, the whole Sou! 
but $50,000, for Savannah harbor. : 
Having disposed of the constitutional argumen" 
Mr. B. briefly adverted to the obvious consider 
tions which rendered it inexpedient, especia!'y 
under the General Government. It had resulted 
disastrously in the States, where, however, It was 
confined by far greater restrictions, direct taxato!, 
local knowledge, &c.; but if entered upon by this 
Government in the absence of these restraints, &" 


| with the stimulus of the tariff system which pront d 


by all these expenditures, no man could tell where 


' it would end. 


He next proceeded to reply to objections to 


the 


_veto of gentlemen who had preceded him. Ht 


of Pennsy* 


pete 


argued, in reply to Mr. Tuompson, 
vania, that the sending of the estimates by thes 
retary of War did not preclude the President trom 
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eending the estimates to Congress. In addition, 
the President knew, and the Secretary knew, that 
this. subject had frequently been under the consid- 


craton of Congress; that it was one upon which | 


they might act in spite of the opinions and the veto | 
of the President, by a majority of two-thirds of | 


both branches of Congress. And what was he to 


do? Was the Secretary to furnish them no esti- | 


ates! 
° Avain: the gentleman says, if he intended to veto 
this bill, why did he not previously inform Con- 
oress of it?) If he had done it, (Mr. B. said,) we 
should have heard nothing but one burst of indig- 
nation and clamor against Executive interference 


with the legislation of the country, from one end of ! 


the country to the other. Beside, he referred to 


various passages in the message of the President, | 


wd in the report of the Secretary, from which the 
implication was fair and direct of opposition to 
this system of internal improvements. 

Having incidentally touched upon and replied to 
certain other remarks of Mr. Tuompson, he next 


proceeded to notice certain of the positions of Mr. | 


BrxkEruorr. The gentleman said that in his 
canvass, When it had been charged that the Demo- 
cratic party were opposed to this system, he had 
denied it. Where did he eet the right?) Mr. B. 
wished to know. Why did he not tell his con- 
stituents what were Mr. Polk’s sentiments? Why 
not refer them to Mr. Polk’s report in 1831 on the 
ubject of internal improvements, in which he took 
as strong ground against the system as in the pres- 


ent message ft 


He alluded to the remarks of Mr. Dove.ass | 


yesterday, and argued to show an inconsistency 
between the position laid down by that gentleman 
against a system of internal improvements, and his 
vote in favor of this bill. 

In reply to the remarks of Mr. Brinkernorr in 


favor of a sparing exercise of the veto power, he | 


defended that power as one of the most important 


conservative and republican features of the Consti- 
tution. He argued that it was little liable to abuse; 
nothing but motives of the sternest duty could 
ever induce its exercise, and by it bringing the 
Executive into conflict with Congress. There 
never had been a veto but was sustained warmly 
by the people; and, instead of its being used more 


sparingly, he would like to see it more frequently | 


brought into exercise. 

He had understood the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Kine] yesterday, to say that this was a 
cabinet measure, and that it was an afterthought 
to veto it. He desired to give the gentleman an 


opportunity of informing the House on what | 


authority the statement was made. 

Mr. KING said the gentleman had misunder- 
stood him. He had made no such statement, but 
merely addressed the inquiry to that effect to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tuompson.] 
He had heard such a rumor, but on no particular 


thority, and he had asked the —— merely. | 


He further stated the reasons why he had supposed 
i probable that the estimates of the Secretary of 
War had undergone a Cabinet consultation. 

Mr. BAYLY was very glad that the crentleman 
had really no authority for such a statement. He 
utterly denied that there was any foundation for it. 


Mr. KING repeated that he had not made the 
statement, 


Mr. BAYLY acquiesced in the explanation, and | 


repeated his gratification at it. 


Mr. TIBBATTS (Mr. B. yielding at request) 


desired to offer the following amendment to the | 


amendment of Mr. Wentwortn to the resolution 
se DromGoote, (which amendment of Mr. 
V. provided for certain printing additional to the 


message :) 


With the bill as reported by the Committee on Commerce, 


and the amendments adopted by the House—with that part 
“the President's Message at page 25, beginning at the 
words “T refer,?? to the words “national interest,” inclu- 
am ‘that part of the report of the Secretary of War begin- 
ane Fay the words “the report from,” at page 202, to the 

ords “ repeated instances,’? at page 204, inclusive ; that 
part of the report of the cbief of Topographical Engineers, 
einuing with the words “ river and harbor improvements,” 
s page 297, to the figures “ 2,861,964 39,” at page 391, inclu- 
ae that part of the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 
haa December, 1845, (H. Doc. No. 9.) commencing at 


Ures * 80,000,"? at page 43, inclusive. 


and modified his proposition accordingly. 


‘harbors and rivers,” &c., at page 41, to the fig- | 


Mr. WENTWORTH accepted the amendment, | 


Mr. BAYLY resumed and concluded, by a fur- 
ther brief reference to the complaint of Mr. 
Dove.ass, that the President had not designated 
the items in the bill of which he would approve, 
He reviewed the message in reference to this point, 
arguing that it was clear and explicit in its terms, 
and yielded on this point to an explanation by 
Mr. D. 

Mr. B. having concluded, 

Mr. LIGON obtained the floor. He was under- 
stood (though searcely heard on the left of the 
chair) to say, that at this late stage of the session, 
he was satisfied no good could result from a pro- 
tracted discussion on this subject. Other matters 
were pressing upon the consideration of Congress. 
He therefore moved the previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a point of order. Is 
it in order for one Whig to be permitted to take 
part in this discussion ? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Yes; or one Democrat? 

Mr. SCHENCK. From the West? 

Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON. Vote down the pre- 
vious question, and then you can speak. 

The question was taken (by tellers) on the 
demand for the previous question, and the vote 
stood—ayes 82, noes 58. 

So there was a second. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. inquired of the Chair 
whether a motion for a call of the House would be 
in order? 

The SPEAKER said no; it was too late, the 
previous question having been seconded. 

The question then being on ordering the main 
question, 

Mr. SCHENCK asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, (after some con- 
versation as to the effect of the vote,) resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Arnold, Atkinson. Bedinger, 
Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Reuben Chapman, Ch ise, Chap 
man, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Constable, Cranston, Cullom. 
Culver, Daniel, De Mott, Dixon, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Dun 
lap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Fickiin, Foster, Garvin, 
Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grinnell, Ham 
lin, Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, Lsaac 
E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, John W. Houston, George 
S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbard, 
James B. Hunt, Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph John- 
son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, 
Kaufman, Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, Leib, Levin, 
Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, McClelland, MeCler 
nand, MeConnell, MeCrate, Joseph J. MeDowell, James 
McDowell, Mclivaine, McKay, Marsh, Morse, Moulton, 
Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, 
Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, John A. Rockwell, 
Root, Sawtelle, Sawver, Scammon, Seaman, Seddon, 
Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Strong, Sykes, Thibo 
deaux, Benjamin Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Towns, 
Tredway, Wheaton, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Wood 
worth, and Yost—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Stephen Adams, Ashmun, Bar- 
ringer, Bayly, Bell, Blanchard, Boyd, Burt, William W. 
Campbell, Cathcart, Cocke, Crozier, Garrett Davis, Dock 
ery, John H. Ewing, Faran, Graham, Grider, Grover, 
Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Hudson, Washington 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
Thomas Butler King, Lewis, Long, MeGaughey, Me 
Henry, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moseley, Pendleton, Pettit, 
Pollock, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, Runk, Schenck, Sev- 
erance, ‘Truman Smith, Caleb B. Smith, St. John, Strohm, 
Thomasson, James Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trumbo, 
Vinton, Wentworth, Wick, Winthrop, Wright, and Young 


—59. 


So the House decided that the main question 
should now be put. 

Which main question (the proposition of Mr. 
DROMGOOLE being cut off ) was this: 

Shall this bill become a law, the objections of 
the President to the contrary notwithstanding?” 

The SPEAKER said the Constitution of the 
United States requires that the yeas and nays shall 
be taken; and the Clerk will call the roll. 

The Clerk called the roll, and the vote resulted as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincey Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Blanchard, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, Win. W. Camp- 
bell, John H. Campbell, Carroll,Catheart, John G. Chapman, 
Constable, Cranston, Culver, Garrett Davis, De Mott, Dixon, 
Douglass, Edsall, Ellsworth, Jolin H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, 
Foster, Giles, Goodyear, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, 
Henley, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, John W. Houston, Samuel 
D.Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James 
B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, Leib, Lewis, Levin, 
Ligon, Long, McClelland, Joseph J. Mc Dowell, McGaughey, 
McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Morris, Moseley, Niv- 
en, Pettit, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Relfe, Julius Rockwell, 
John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Sever- 
ance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb 
B. Smith, Stanton, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Sykes, Thi- 
bodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, James Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, Went- 
worth, White, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, and Young—96. 
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The Secretary acted on his own responsibility, in 
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NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Rarringer, Bavly, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James Black, 


James A. Black, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Burt, 


Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Crozier, 
Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, Dobbin, Doekerv, Dromgoole, 
Dunlap, Frdman, Fieklin, Garvin, Gordon, Graham, Grover, 
Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Hilliard, Hoge, Isaae FE. 
Holmes, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, 
Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew John- 
son, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Preston 
King, Lawrence, Leake, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, Me 
Clernand, MeConnell, MeCrate, James McDowell, MeKay, 
Barkley Martin, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parrish, 
Payne, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, 
Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Strong, Toombs, Towns, Tred 
way, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Woodworth, 
und Yost—9¥l. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, as 
required by the Constitution in such cases, the bill 
was rejected. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Kentucky, before the result 
of the vote was announced, addressed the Chair. 
The SPEAKER put the usual question, Was 
ie gentleman within the bar when his name was 
alled 27’ 

Mr. MARTIN said he was not; but he asked 
the unanimous consent of the House to record his 
name. At the time the vote was taken he was ab- 
sent on business at the department. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. MARTIN gave notice that if he had vot d, 


he should have voted against the bill. 
FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr. HAMLIN offered a resolution in the usual 


form, providing that all debate on the bill from the 
Senate to provide for the ascertainment and satis- 





tt 


faction of claims of American citizens for spolia- 
tions committed by the French prior to the 3ist 
day of July, 1801, should terminate in two hours 
after it should again have been taken®up in com- 
mittee, 

Mr. I. FE. HOLMES suggested one hour. 

Mr. HAMLIN modified the resolution accord- 
in rly. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. DROM- 
GOOLE and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. HAMLIN demanded the previous question 
on his resolution. 

Some further conversation on a point of order 
took place between Mr. BOWLIN and _ the 
SPEAKER. 

Mr. COBB desired Mr. Hamuin so to modify 
the resolution as to say three hours. The bill ap- 
propriated five millions of dollars, and had not 
been considered at all in the House. 

Mr. HAMLIN did not modify. 

Mr. COBB moved that the resolution be laid on 
the table 

Mr. RHETT asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messre. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson» 
Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Surt, Reuben 
Chapman, Chipman, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cunningham, 
Daniel, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Erdman, Ficklin, Garvin, Gor- 
don, Graham, Grover, Haralson, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, 
Hopkins, George S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Joseph 
R. Iegersoll, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Seaborn Jones, Preston King, Leake, Lumpkin, Me- 
Clernand, MeConnell, James Me Dowell, McKay, John P. 
Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Norris, Owen, Payne, Reid, 
Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Schenck, Seddon, 
Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas 
Smith. Thurman, Towns, Wick, and Woodward—6x. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincey Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, Bayly, Bell, Blanchard, Brodhead, Mil- 
ton Brown, William W. Campbell, John H. Camptell, Car- 
roll, John G. Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cocke, Constable, 
Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, De Mott, Dixon, 
Dockery, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Jobn H. Ew- 
ing. Foot, Giles, Goodyear, Grinnell, Hamlin, Hampton, 
Harmanson, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. 
Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Wash 
ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, 
Kaufman, D. P. King, Thomas B. King, Lawrence, Leib, 
Lewis. Levin. Ligon, Long, Maclay, MeClean, MeCrate, 
McGaughey, McHenry, Melivaine, Miller, Morse, Moseley, 
Moulton, Niven, Parrish, Pendleton, Perry, Pillsbury, Pol- 
lock. Ramsey, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rock- 
well. Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seaman, Severance, 
Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, 
Starkweather. Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, 
Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benj. Thompson, James Thomp 
son, Tibbatts, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, Went- 
worth, White, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Wood 
worth, Wright, Young, and Yost—] 12. 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN now wished to modify it so as 
to say two hours. 

Objected to. : 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question, which was seconded. 
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The main question was ordered, and, being ta- 
ken, the resolution was adopted. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. G. S. Houston, 
of Alabama, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the said bill. 

Mr. THURMAN (who was entitled to the floor 
from a former day) referred to the statement he 
had made when he before addressed the commit- 
tee, that very few of these claims were held in the 
new States in which the unsold public lands lie, 
nud to the mterruptions at that time by several 


genticmen who mentioned claims which were held 
in Ohio, and by the gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. 
¢. BB. Sourn,]) who stated there were claimants 
within that State. Well, he had taken the trouble 
to look at the list of these claimants as reported 
by a committee of this House at a previous ses- 
rion; and he found the astonishing number of six 
from Ohio, and one from Indiana, out of the ag- 
gregate number of 1,011. 

Hle wished to correct a mistake, or 
worse, in the construction of his former remarks. 
{t had been said that he the fact that the 
bulk of these claims was held by a few individu- 
offices, as a reason why the 
There was no founda- 
He had used no such 
argument. But if the claims were just, he had 
used it as an 
paying thes the 
owners of these claims would, most of them, be 
non-residents, and might be men of creat wealth, 
and thus enabled to hold the land which they mo- 
nopolized by this bill. He trusted he was ineca- 
pable of objecting to the payment of just claims on 
such groun@ie,. He was as ready to mete out 
justice to the rich as to the poor. ‘ 

lle referred with regret to the limited time al- 
lowed to the debate—not affording opportunity for 


something 
ure d 


als, or by insurance 
claims should not be paid. 


tion for such a charge. 


argument agaist 


claims—viz: in land; because 


any man to present the general principles, the 
heads of the argument, with the necessary specifi- 
refute these claims. It was 
not a political question, but in the nature of a 
judicial one, which ought to be fully investigated, 
fully examined and determined upon only after the 
most mature But limited as his time 
was, he was compelled to attempt something like 
an examination of the eeneral features of the case. 
As he had already said, these claims were founded 
that the Government of the 
United States was bound to the Government of 
France because of non-fulfilment by the United 
States of the guarantee contained in the treaty of 
the Revolution, and in the commercial treaty be 
tween the United s and } 
cially on the former ground. Now he undertook 
ay that that was not binding on 
the Unite d States at the time these spoliations oc- 


eations to sustain or 


reflection. 


on the assumption 


State France—more espe- 


eruarantee 


curred, and, therefore, that no consideration, no 
benefit ever accrued to the United States by the 
surrender of the claims set up against the Govern- 
ment of France by the of the United 
States. 

As great names had been referred to in defemce 
of these claims, he would ask, what was the opinion 
of General Washington? If the United States were 
bound by that guarantee, as is contended by those 
who sustain these claims, General Washington 
was guilty of the highest perfidy ever committed— 
of the basest ingratitude; for Washington himself, 
on the fullest and most mature reflection, held that 
the United States were not bound by the guarantee, 
and he issued his proclamation of neutrality at the 
time of the war with France and Great Britain. 
He did this upon the argument of General Hamil- 
ton—that the United States were not bound to take 
part in that war; for not taking part in which, 
these damages are said to have accrued to France. 

But further, the treaty was repealed—repealed 
because of violations of it by France, and so de- 
clared by act of Congress—voted for by a list of 
names of high authority, and approved by the 
elder Adams, who would have been little like ly to 
be guilty of an act of gross injustice to a foreign 
nation, 

[lis time was so rapidly passing away, that he 
must content himself with saying on the general 
merits of the bill—1st, that the United States never 
received one dollar of benefit by the relinquish- 
ment of these claims; and next, that the United 
States did not give up anything at all in ceasing to 
negotiate about them. This he could prove by the 


c1uzens 
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their manner of 


statement of our own Minister, Mr. Murray, who | 


was on the spot, and was as capable of judging as 
any man, who declared at one time that they were 
not worth a quarter per cent., and again, subse- 
quently, that they were utterly worthless; and this 
in 1800 and 1801, just before the treaty was nego- 
tiated, 1 
collect which the United States had incurred heavy 
expenses, involved itself in public debt, and issued 
letters of marque and reprisal—that these claims, 
thus hopeless, were the consideration on which the 
United States desired release from the treaty, and 
right to neutrality! It was no such thing. 

But it was said that the United States offered 
money, something like $200,000, to get rid of this 
ruarantee. He wished it to be recollected, how- 


ever, that the treaty was repealed by forfeiture on | 


the part of France, after this offer was made. The 
instructions of Mr. Madison to our Minister, to 
urge these claims, were relied on in proof of their 
validity. Butwho ever before heard that an argu- 
ment thus given, to be used toa foreign Govern- 
ment, was be made the foundation of a claim 
against the United States? 

Sut it was said that these claims had been pass- 
ed upon favorably by repeated committees of Con- 
gress. Upon examination, he had ascertained that 
out of twenty-one reports, nine of them were from 
"These, of course, were formed 
of members favorable to the claims. 
select committees, he found that in two instances 
two reports had been made by the same man; and 
of the reports from the standing committee—the 
Committee on Foreign Relations—three were by 
Mr. Everett, three by Mr. Cushing, and four by 
Mr. Choate. Here, then, were the same commit- 
tees—the same individuals—reporting, and yet it 
was held up that there had been twenty-one differ- 
ent reports in their favor. In almost every instance, 
also, there were a majority of the members of these 
committees from the States most largely interested 
in these claims. He had not the slightest intention 
to impugn the integrity of these committees, nor 
of gentlemen who supported the bill; but he ven- 
tured to say, if the claims had not been scattered 
over various districts, and thereby a set of men set 
to work to operate upon public opinion, they could 
not have recived fifty votes in this House. 

It had been stated to him by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Kine,] that he was in error 
in saying that the bulk of these claims were held 
by insurance companies, and that those who origi- 
nally held them had all failed. He had spoken on 
the authority of various speeches, and of a report 


to 


select committees. 


made on the subject, a few years ago, which gave | 


eighteen insurance companies holding them; and 
it was fairly presumable that they held much the 
vreater bulk. But if they had failed, it did not 
alter the ease. Their assignees, or those who had 
purchased their assets, held them; and it would be 
a curious piece of inquiry, and well worthy of 
consideration when engaged in the inquiry, wheth- 
er this Government was bound in equity to pay 
them? 

It was said a monopoly of land would not follow 
the enactment of this law, because scrip was to be 
issued; that it would constitute what was familiar- 
ly called jand-office money, and be bought up by 
those who purchase lands; and, therefore, that 
there will be no monopoly of them. Now the ex- 
perience of the West was contrary to that, and it 
showed that the facility with which those who held 
the scrip or purchased it could acquire land, would 
tend to make a monopoly, while, at the same time, 
it would absorb the revenue from the sales of the 
lands, ‘There was, then, this double objection to 
it. And this would take place after we had autho- 
rized the issue of ten millions dollars of treasury 
notes. He blamed nobody for his vote for that 
bill; he himself had supported it, which he would 
not have done in time of peace. But, in addition 
to this ten millions dollars, we were now about to 
put five millions dollars currency, based on the 
public lands, into circulation. Why, what a paper- 
money Government we should have if we passed 
this bill; we should not have a dollar revenue accru- 
ing from the lands. 

Mr. 'T.’s hour here expired. 

Mr. McCLELLAND rose to propose an amend- 
ment to the bill; but before offering it he submitted 
some remarks explanatory of that part which 
might not be understood, and traced its analogy to 
the principles of the bill under consideration. He 
said the claims contemplated by the amendment 
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And yet it was said that these claims—to | 


And of the | 


Aug. 4, 


grew out of the last war between Great Britain a, d 
this country, and were for compensation for tj. 
depredations committed by the British and Indians 
}, on the citizens of Michigan, contrary to the eo). 
ditions of the capitulations made with General 
Brock and Colonel Proctor. They had been ye. 
peatedly presented to Congress for its action: and 
although some of the claimants had obtained ee, 
tial redress, yet many of them had invariably bene 
denied that justice to which they were preém). 
| nently entitled. ‘The action of the House in regard 
to private claimants reminded him forcibly o¢ 
what Burleigh used to say to Queen Elizabeth: 
** Madam, you do well to let suitors stay, for [ tel] 
you, bis dat qui cito dat, (he gives twice who vives 
quickly,) if you grant them speedily they wijj 
come again the sooner.’’ Although he was wii- 
ling to admit that some unjust claims received the 
sanction of the House, yet this ought not to be as. 
signed as a reason for the gross injustice which 
was done to those of a meritorious character. A 
citizen was injured and aggrieved by breach of 
contract or otherwise on the part of the Govern. 
ment, and came to press his claim before Congress, 
and found by sad and bitter experience that the 
delay inadministering justice, the expense, anxiety, 
and disappointments incident to its prosecution, 
were far greater than the amount finally received. 
This state of things should not exist in a free Goy- 
ernment, but he deeply regretted to be compelled 
to say that he saw no symptom here of a returning 
sense of justice. i 

The Senator from Delaware, [Mr. J. M. Cray- 
TON,] in his ekaborate speech upon this bill, stated 
the grounds on which he rested these French spo- 
liation claims to be, that they were, on the 30th of 
September, 1800, (by the covention of that daie,) 
renounced or released, or sold and sacrificed by 
this Government, to purchase its exemption from 
the treaties of 1778, and the consular convention of 
1788; and also to purchase an exemption from fur- 
ther spoliations on our commerce, to secure to this 
nation the blessings of peace, and all the other 
benefits that were derived to the nation from that 
convention. 

He must not be understood as admitting that 
Mr. Clayton had proved these propositions to his 
satisfaction, but would admit them to be true for 
the sake of the argument. 

Mr. McC. then stated that he would give a brief 
and succinct history of the claims covered by his 
amendment, to enable the committee to judge of 
their resemblance to those under consideration. 

On the 16th day of August, 1812, General Hull 
surrendered the city of Detroit and Territory of 
Michigan to the British army under the command 
of General Brock. One of the terms and condi- 
tions of this capitulation was, that the private pro- 
perty of its citizens should be protected, as 1s 
shown beyond the shadow of a doubt by the proc- 
lamation of General Brock to the people of Michi- 
gan, issued the day of the surrender, ‘That part 
of it which was necessary to the argument reads 
thus: 

«Whereas the Territory of Michigan was this day, by 
capitulation, ceded to the arms of his Britannic Majesty, 
without any other condition than the protection of private 
property; and wishing to give an early proof of the modera 
ion and justice of the Government, I do hereby announce 
to all the inhabitants of the said territory that the laws bere- 
tofore in existence shall continue in force until his Majesty’ 
pleasure be known, or so long as the peace and safety of te 
said territory will admit thereof.” 

On the 22d day of January, 1813, General Win- 
chester’s troops were defeated by the British and 
Indians under Colonel Proctor, at the River Raisin, 
in the Territory of Michigan, and the terrible mas- 
sacre that ensued will make it ever memorable in 
the history of that war. A capitulation was et: 
tered into, and the security of private property 
was again guarantied by the British Government. 

How faithlessly these guarantees were fulfilled, 
the sequel will show. 

Immediately after the surrender cf Detroit, the 
British and Indians began to tamper with the citi- 
zens of the territory, (French and Americans, ) and 
endeavored to seduce them from their allegiance to 
this Government. ‘The leading men were offered 
offices of honor and importance, wealth and prop- 
erty, and all the distinctions which the commander 
of the British forces could confer, and his powers 
were almost plenary. But they scouted the idea 
of becoming the foes of their country; the love for 
it and its institutions was too deeply imbedded 1n 
their hearts for them to turn traitors, and not one 








4, 


MN and 
ir the 
\diang 
' COn- 
eneral 
n Ye. 
3 and, 
| par- 
‘been 
‘€em)- 
egard 
ly of 
beth: 
*T tell 
Lives 

will 
3 Wil- 
‘d the 
be as- 
Which 
ry. Ss 
ich of 
Vern. 
vyress, 
it the 
Klety, 
ution, 
Pived, 
Goy- 
pelled 
Hing 


ULAY- 
Stated 
1 Spo- 
Nth of 
date, ) 
d by 
from 
ion of 
n fur- 
0 this 
ower 
1 that 


© that 
to his 
1e for 


i brief 
Vy his 
oe of 
yn. 
Hull 
ry of 
mand 
‘ondi- 
D pro- 
as 1s 
proc- 
lichi- 
t part 


reads 


ay, by 
ayesty, 
rravate 
vdera 
ounce 
s here- 
jesty’s 
of the 


Win- 
1 and 
AISIN, 
mas- 
le in 
S$ eh- 
perty 
nent. 


illed, 


t, the 
» citi- 
) and 
ice to 
Tered 
prop- 
ander 
wers 

idea 
re for 
ed im 
t one 





1846. 
is known to have given way to the base allure- 
ments that were held out to them. This brought 
down upon them the wrath and vengeance of the 
enemy, and dearly did they pay for their patriot- 
‘en, It was not that vannting patriotism that so 
ofien exhibits itself here, but it was a deep and 
enthusiastic devotion to the liberties of their coun- 
ry. All he desired was, that the same spirit might 
actuate those who were now called upon to do jus- 
tice to the little remnant of these noble fellows that 
have petitioned Congress for the last thirty years 
for relief. But to return to the narration: Previous 
to and after the massacre and burning of American 
prisoners, surrendered to British oilicers, by the 
Indians in the British service, the abandonment of 
the remains of Americans killed in the battle, or 
murdered after the surrender; the pillage and shoot- 
ing of American citizens, and the burning of their 
houses after surrendering to the British, under the 
guarantee of protection—the citizens of Detroit had 
communications with Colonel Proctor, and this 
Judge Woodward, one of their number, made 
known their grievances and those of the other in- 
habitants of the territory. Mr. McC. here directed 
the attention of the committee to the following brief 
extract from one of Judge Woodward’s letters to 
Colonel Proctor, bearing date February 2, 1813: 

“They (the inhabitants of Michigan) have entertained a 
constant apprehension, that when the American torees ap 
proache d the territory, and when an engagement has taken 
place, the fury of the savage mind at the sight of blood, and 
i reflecting on the dead they lose, and perhaps on the retali- 
atory treatment Of prisoners or of the dead, which theircruel 
mode of Warfare is always likely to produce, might drive 
them to an ignoble revenge ou the prisoners they tind in the 
country, and the inhabitants of it, who are American eiti 
zens. ‘They therefore pressed this subject on your attention 
previous to the battle of the 22d of January last, and felt sat 
isfied with your assurance, that you considered your own 
honor pledged for their effectual protection. 

“Since the result of that battle, facts are before their faces 
which they cannot shut their eves upon. Some of them are, 
perhaps, unknown to yourself. [ will enumerate some, which 
[ believe there will be no ditficulty in establishing beyond 
the reach of contradiction : 

“First. Some of the prisoners, after the capitulation of 
the 22d of January, 1813, have been tomahawked by the 
savages. 

“Second. Some of the prisoners, after that capitulation, 
have been shot by the savages. 


“Third. Some of the prisoners, after that capitulation, have 
been burnt by the savages. 

“Fourth. Some of the inhabitants of the Territory of Mich- 
igan, citizens of the United States of America, after the ca- 
pilulation, have been shot by the savages. 

“Fiyth. The houses of some of the inhabitants of the Ter- 
ritory, American citizens, after the capitulation, have been 
burnt by the savages. ; 


“Sizth. Some of the inhabitants, American citizens, after 
the capitulation, have been pillaged by the savages.” 

Judge Woodward was thereupon requested by 
Colonel Proctor to appoint a day for the purpose 
of adducing before him such proof as he might 
have to substantiate the assertions contained in his 
letter, which he did, and produced the most irref- 
ragable testimony of every charge he had made. 
l'his is to be found at length in the 5th volume of 
Niles’s Register, page 123. He would not detain 
the committee by reading it. He would, how- 
ever, before dismissing this part of the subject, 
read an extract from another letter of Judge Wood- 
ward, dated February 10, 1813, communicating 
these proofs to Colonel Proctor, with a view of 
showing what was the real cause of the commis- 
sion of the enormities before noticed. He says: 

“In communicating your message, Major Muir added 


something having relation to American citizens, who might 

be willing to take the oath to the king. : - 

oe will b , obvious to you, sir, that in a state of open and 
ared war, a subject or citizen of one party cannot trans- 

fer lis allegiance to the other party without incurring the 

penaities of treason; and while nothing can excuse his 


Guill, so neither are those innocent w ay tempt: , 
fore theen, t who lay temptation be- 


jeter epaean sean a Cited Sin om he ea 
to a public enemy ree are perfectly inapplicable 
esac of the Freuch inhabitants of the Territory of Mich- 
ee eee — States of America, have been 
jcne ener subject, and are apprehensive of being 

How easy would it have been for these citizens 
to have saved their lives and preserved their prop- 
rid but they preferred sacrificing both to the 
issrace and ignominy that would otherwise have 
attached to theirnames. Of thisnoble band but few 
Survive, and they have lived long enough to lament 
the ingratitude of those for whom they were wil- 
ng to risk everything valuable to thein. He 
knew that Colonel Proctor had denied that there 
Was any capitulation on the 22d of January, and 
asserted that the prisoners surrendered at discre- 
uon. This was not his belief; but, at all events, 


the law of nations imposed obligations almost as 
strong. 

These calamities left the people of Michigan, 
who had previously been in a most happy and 
flourishing condition, so poor and destitute, that 
on the 28th of February, 1814, Mr. Madison 


| deemed it his imperative duty to make a commu- 


nication to the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in which he stated that ‘*it had appeared 
‘that, at the recovery of the Michigan Territory 
‘from the temporary possession of the enemy, 
‘the inhabitants thereof were left in so- destitute 
‘and distressed a condition as to require from the 
‘public stores certain supplies essential to their 
‘subsistence, which had been prolonged under the 
‘same necessity;’’ and recommended that suitable 
provision should be made for them. 

For the purpose of exhibiting to the committee 
what disposition was made of these claims at the 
treaty of Ghent, where the difficulties between the 
two Governments were settled, he would direct the 
attention of members to a communication made 
by the Hon. Mr. Adams, then Secretary of Siate, 
on the 17th December, 1817; to whom, by a reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, the peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of Detroit on this subject 
was referred. 

Mr. Adams says: 

“ The petitioners allege that they have suffered great losses 
of property by the violation, on the partot the British forces, 
and especially by the Indian savages, then acting as aunil- 
iaries under thein, of the ecapitalation by whieh, on the 16th 
of August, 1812, the Territory of Michigan was surrendered 


| to the British General Brock, one article of which capitula 


| acquired a just claim upon thie 


| losses and 


tion stipulated that private persons and property of every 
description should be respected. 

‘That by this violation of the capitulation, the petitioners 
British Government for in- 
demnity and satisfaction, which they expected the Govern 
ment of the United States would have prevailed on that of 
Great Britain to make, by paying the petitioners for all the 
damages sustained by them in consequence 
thereof. 

“That the United States having concluded a treaty of 
peace, and subsequently a commercial treaty, with Great 
Britain, without mention being made of the Territory ot 
Michigan, or of these claims of the petitioners, they have 


| thereby lost their claim of redress and indemnity upon the 


British Governinent; but that the obligation of making it 
has thereby devolved upon the United States, to whose jus 
tice and liberality they appeal accordingly for remuneration 


| and payment. 


‘Extracts from the documents upon the records of the 


| Department of State are herewith annexed, serving to show 


| those complained of by the petitioners. 


the liberal principles upon which the Government of the 
United States were desirous of proceeding in terminating 
the war, and at the same time the anxious care with which 
they urged a provision of indemnity for the citizens of the 
United States who had suffered loss or damages such as 
This provision was 
insisted on until it was distinctly Known that the only alter- 


| native to its abandonment was the inevitable continuance of 


the war. 

“ How far the United States theinselves are answerable 
to their individual citizens for the losses and damages oeca- 
sioned by the enemy, and unhappily incident to the con- 
dition of war, it is for the wisdom of Congress alone to 
determine.” 


In the instructions to the American plenipoten- 
tiaries, Mr. Monroe (Secretary of State) said: 


| ** Should a treaty be formed, it is just in itself, and 
| * would have a happy effect on the relations of the 


‘two countries, if indemnity should be stipulated 


| on each side for the destruction of all unfortified 


| ‘laws and usages of war. 


‘towns and other private property, contrary to the 
99 

In the 13th article of the projet of a treaty of 
peace submitted by the American plenipotentiaries 
to the British commissioners, and returned by the 


| Jatter as inadmissible, was a claunse— 


«That indemnity should be made by each of the con- 
tracting parties to the citizens or subjecis of the other party 
for all losses and damages sustained subsequent to the com- 
mencement of the war, by reason of the destruction of un 
fortified towns, and the pillage ahd destruction of private 


| property.’ 


The instructions and the 13th article, before al- 


luded to, it will be observed, clearly admit that 
_ the British Government had a claim against our 


| of both parties. 


Government for losses and damages sustained by 
reason of the destruction of unfortified towns, and 
the pillage and destruction of private property, and 
the proposed covenants were to enure to the benefit 
Now, what was the reply of the 


British commissioners to this proposition? Why, 


“ That they were instructed explicitly to declare that as 
their Government made no claim on account of losses sus- 


; tained by British subjects arising out of a war declared by 


the United States, so neither could their Government agree 
to make compensation for losses sustained in such a wat by 
the American people; and that if indemuifications of this 
kind should be required, all hope of bringing the negotia- 
tions to a favorable issue must prove abortive.” 


Mr. McC. asked what difference there was in 
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the main principle on which both classes of claims 

rested. The terms of a capitulation, unless they 

are contrary to the laws and usages of war, are 

as binding as the stipulations of a treaty, and are 

equally inviolable. The conditions of the capitu- 

lations made at Detroit and the River Raisin were 

flagrantly violated, our citizens murdered, and 

their property destroyed. In the case of the 

Freneh spoliations, our citizens may have been 

maltreated, but he had not heard of any of them 

losing their lives. If the sympathies of members 

were to be aroused and their feelings enlisted, they 

would certainly be by the history of the claims 

provided for in the amendment. By sanctioning 

a portion of these claims in the early ™ riod of 
their presentation to Congress, the whole were 

recognised as being just and meritorious, and such 

as the Government should make ample provision 

for. These claims are of a pecuiiar character, 

also, and differ from others arising from depreda- 

tions committed by the British during the last 

war in this, that the injuries inflicted were in con- 
travention of the conditions of the capitulations, 

and are not, therefore, based on ordinary erounds. 

But he merely intended to present their merits 
briefly to the committee, and not being disposed 

to consume more of their time, he would, in con- 
clusion, call upon those gentlemen who were so 
renerous In recard to the pay and compensation 
of the volunteers for the Mexican war, to show 
their magnanimity in the present case. He could 
them that from eyewitnesses of th se 
scenes, and men in whom he placed the most im- 
plicit confidence —and among the rest to a member 
of the last Congress, [Hon. Mr. Jowen,.| who 
owed his life to their liberality and magnanimity— 
he had learned that never did men display more 
courace, more determined valor, nor more genuine 
patriotism, Here was an opportunity for all who 
were so exceedingly anxious to manifest their love 
for brave men to exhibit their feelings. Here was 
a fit subject for their liberality; and he would 
merely sav further to them that he thought it might 
be as well to conform their conduct to the old 
adage, ‘* pay off the old score before you begin a 
new one.’’ 

Mr. McC. here submitted an amendment— 


assure 


“To appropriate £50,000 compensation to those citizens 
of Michigan, for private property taken or dastroyed by the 
authorities of the United States or their troops, or by the 
authorities or troops of Great Britain, while such property 
was in the possession or occupancy of the troops or author 
ties of said States, or in violation of any treaty or capitula 
tion subsisting between said Governments during said 
war.”’ 

Mr. BOWLIN did not rise for the purpose of 
entering into the general discussion. He was op- 
posed to the bill, from beginning to end, and he 
pledged himself here if this bill passed, and the 
settlers attempted to fix themselves upon the lands 
of Missouri, to raise his voice before the people in 
defiance of the whole concern. But his objeet was 
to call attention to certain amendments which he 
intended to propose, so that if the bill should pass, 
it would be in such form as at least to do justice to 
those on whom the munificence of this Government 
was cast. He then proceeded to explain and en- 
force the provisions of his amendments. 

Mr. COBB obtained the floor, but a few minutes 
remaining for debate, and desisting, under this ne- 
cessity from his purpose of going into a general 
arcument, brought forward a few of the points 
arainst this bill, and warmly appealed to the com- 
mittee against its injustice and impolicy. 

The hour having expired, the committee pro- 
ceeded to vote. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, asked that an 
opinion of Chief Justice Marshall on the subject 
of these claims might be read. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected, remarking that it 
was in the nature of debate. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH moved to amend the 
first section by striking out the words ‘as had 
valid claims,” &c., and inserting ‘‘as may be ad- 
mitted to be valid claims,’’ &c. Negatived—ayes 
52, noes 78. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Mississippi, moved to strike 
out the words * to an amount not exceeding five 
millions of dollars.” Negatived. 

Mr. SEABORN JONES moved to strike out 
** five millions of dollars,’’ and insert ** one million 
five hundred and twenty thousand dollars, equal to 
eight millions of francs.’? Negatived. 


Mr. COBB moved to amend the first section by 
inserting after the words ** nor such claims as were 
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allowed’”’ the words * or rejected.” 
Ayes 51, noes 93. 

Ihe question was then put on striking out the 
first of the bill, (test question.) Lost: 
Aves 62, noea 93. 

‘Mr. LEAKE proposed to insert in the second 
section the following, as an instruetion to the Board 
of Coramissioners to be constituted by that section: 


Negatived: 


section 


‘To ascertain and report the number and amount 
‘of claims held by the original owners or their heirs, 
‘ond the number and amount of those held by as- 
*sienees and transferees. ”’ 

Nevatived: Ayes 38, noes &5. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved an amendment that the 
Commissioners should take an oath that the y are 
not directly or indirectly interested in any of tire 
Newatived, 


| to the see yd 


claims mentioned in the ball. 


Mr. THURMAN 
section a direc to the Attorney General of the 
United State to attend the ot the ¢ 
sioners, and Lo Oppo and areue against the claims 
which may be p ‘ 

Mr. STANTON 
ment hy llowine the 
tion to his 
Bervice 


Mir. 


Amendment, 


moved to cle 
tion 
sittings OmimMis- 


nted. 
he amend- 
Attorney General addt- 
alary of $1,500 per this 
tived, 
HLLOUGHEEL moved to amend Mr. Trurman’s 
by i Attor- 
ney General to advocate any clam which he may 
Neg ; 
Mr. Tuunman’s amendment was 
—— ye G1, noes 
Mr. COBB moved to add to the third 
of transfers of claims, the 
shall under oath, the 
paid by him for the clamm. Ne watived, 
Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend the fourth sec- 


tion 


moved to amend t 
an 
innum for 
n 

Yer 
a direction to the 


ertine 


think just itived, 


then negatived 
os 

section a 
proviston that m cases 
amount 


transteree tate, 


so as to direct the commissioners to procure 
testimony from France and other foreign countries, 
insteed of the Seere lary of State, as provide d by 
the tall, Negatived. 

Mr. COBB moved an amendment, directing that 
the expense of procuring testimony from France 
or other foreign countries shall be paid out of the 
amount appropriate dby the bill. Negatived—ayes 
38, noes BY, . 


Mr. SAWYER moved to add to the fifth section 


a clause granting ove hundred and sixty acres of 


public land.to each non-commissioned oflicer and 
private now engact d in the Mexican War, or W ho 
served in the late war with Great Britain, and has 
not received such grant. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. SAWYER appealed. 

The decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. SAWYER moved to add to the seventh 
provision that all which may be 
located under the provisions of the bill shall be 
liable to taxation from the ume of location. Neg- 
atived—aves 48, nees BU. p 

Mr. McCONNELL moved that the land scrip 
to be issued in satisfaction of claims provided for 
in the bill, shall be located in Oregon, north of 549 
40’. Ruled out of order. 

Mr. CUMMINS moved to add a proviso that 
no serip shall be located in any State the Govern- 
ment of which is organized, or partly organized, 
so as to confine the location of serip to the Terri- 
Nevatived: Ayes 22 92. 


' } } 
section a vwinas 


tories, 2, Noes 

Mr. ADAMS, of Mississippi, moved to strike 
out the seventh section, which provides for the 
issue of scrip, which is only receivable in payment 
of public lands, and to insert in lieu the reof a pro- 
vision directing that the five millions of dollars 
shall be paid in cash from the ‘Treasury, in five 
annual instalments of $1,000,000 each. Negatived: 
Ayes 16, noes 101. 

‘Mr. SEABORN JONES moved to amend the 
section so that, instead of land scrip, there be issued 
to claimants certificates of three per cent. stock, 
reimbursable in twenty years or more, at the op- 
tion of the Government. Negatived. 

Mr. ATKINSON moved to strike out the 7th 
section. Negatived. 

Mr. BARKLEY MARTIN moved to reduce the 
salary of the Commissioners from $3,000 to $2,000 
a year, and the salary of the Secretary of the Board 
from $2,000 to $1,000 a year. Negatived. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to strike out the tenth 
section, which makes free from postage all docu- 
ments and communications in relation to said 
claims, addressed to or from the commission through 
the Secretary of State. Negatived. 


Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, moved to strike 


out the eleventh section, which appropriates $50,- 
(00 to carry the bill into effect. Negatived: ayes 
17, noes 102. 

Mr. CUMMINS moved to add to the eleventh 
section **to be paid by the claimants in proportion 
to their respective claims.’’ Negatived. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved to add to the bill a 
section granting one hundred and sixty acres of 
the public land to every man, maid, or widow tn | 
the United States. Ruled out of order. Appealed 
from, and the decision of the chair sustained, 

The bill having been gone through with— 

Mr. MeCLELLAND moved to add a section 
appropriating $50,000 for payment of claims of 
etizens of Michigan, for property destroyed by 
British forces in the war of 1812, between the 
United States and Great Britain. 

Mr. WINTHROP objected to the amendment 
as out of order. 

The CHAIR ruled it in order. 

And the commiittee re jected it. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE offered a substitute for the 
ll; which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. CONST ABLE, the commit- 
tee then rose and re ported the bill to the House 
without amendment. 

And the question being on ordering it to a third 
re adine, 

Mr. HLAMLIN moved the previous question. 

Which was seconded. And the main question 
was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: | 

YEAS—Meesrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Arnold, Ash 
mun, Blanchard, William W. Campbell, Join H. Campbell, 
Carroll, John G. Chapman, Clarke, Constable, Cranston, 
Culver, Garrett: Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, Mdsall, 
John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Giles, Grider, 
Grinnell, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. 
Holmes, Isane BE. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. 
Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel 
P. King. Thomas B. King, Lawrence, Leib, Lewis, Levin, 
Ligon, Long, Maclay, MeCrate, MeGaughey, McHenry, 
Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Morse, Moseley, Niven, Pendle 
ton, Perry, Pettit, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsev, Julius Rock- 
well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Scammon, 
Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert 
Smith. Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, Svkes, 
Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, 
Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, 
Winthrop, Wood, Woodworth, Wright, and Young—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger, 

tell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Brinkerhotl, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Burt, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Crozier, Cullom, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dobbin, Douglass, 
Dromgoole, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, 
Garvin, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grover, Haralson, Har- 
manson, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Hous- 
ton, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, James H. Johnson, 
Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Sea- 
born Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, Leake, Lumpkin, 
McClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, Joseph J. MeDowell, 
Me Kay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, 
Norris, Owen, Payne, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, 
Sawver, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Simpson, Thomas Smith, James Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Wentworth, 
Woodward, and Yost—t&. 


bi 


So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Whilst the Clerk was calling the roll, 

Mr. PHELPS rose and said, that he was inter- 
ested in the passage of the bill, and, therefore, the 
rule forbade him to vote. If he could have been 
permitted to do so, he would have voted against 
the bill. 

{[Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. ] 

And having been read a third time by its title, 

And the question being, * Shall this bill pass?”’ 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved that the House 
adjourn. But the House refused to adjourn. 

"The previous question was demanded, and (after 
some conversation between Mr. LEAKE and the 
SrEAKER, on the point of order) was seconded 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 


Mr. THOMAS SMITILI asked the yeas and | 


nays, which were ordered. 
And the question, ** Shall this bill pass?” was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Arnold, Ash- 
mun, Blanchard, William W. Campbell, John H,. Campbell, 
Carroll, John G. Chapman, Constable, Cranston, Culver, 
Garrett Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, Edsall, John H. 
Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Giles, Grider, Grinnell, 
Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Isaac 
EE. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hud- 
son, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 


Butler King, Lawrence, Leib, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, Long, 


Maclay, McClean, MeCrate, McGaughey, McHenry, Mc- |! 


Wick, 
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| Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Garvin, Goodyear, Gordon, 


| Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard. 


A ug, d, 


livaine, Marsh, Miller, Morse, Moseley, Niven, Reis 
Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey oe 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelje. 
mon, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Alb F 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, 3..." 
Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, Thomasson, ‘Tia... 
Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Wiyj0." 
Wilmot, Winthrop, Woodworth, Wright, and Youny "4? 
NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bodine, 
Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black Bo " 
lin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, srodhead, Mi Z 
Brown, Burt, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Cobb, Cock 
lin, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Canningham, Dayie 
Mott, Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Ellsworth, 


on 
Co} 
nel. De 
kr linan, 
Gu iam, 


Grover, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, 1 


OPRINS, 
Hunt 
James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Joly. a.G 


W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Preston King. Les\, 
Lumpkin, MeClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, Josep) 7 
McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Woy 
ris, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Payne, Reid, Rete, Rio 
Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Seddon, Alexander D. Sins, Loop, 
ard HH. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, James Thompson 
Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Wieck. and 
Woodward—x7. 


So the bill was passed precisely in the form jy 
which it has been heretofore published in this 
vaper. 


Mr. HAMLIN moved a reconsideration of the 


| vote, and demanded the previous question, 


A motion was made that the House adjourn, 
Rejected. ; 

‘rhe question reeurred, and was taken, on the 
demand for the previous question, and there was aq 
second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the House 
adjourn; but the House refused to adjourn. 

The question, ** Shall the vote by which the said 
bill was passed be reconsidered ?’’ was then taken, 


| and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger 
Benton, Biggs, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhotl, Brodhead, Burt, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Cobb, Coeke, Collin, Crozier, 
Cummins, Cunninghain, Danicl, De Mott, Dobbin, Douglass 
Dromgoole, Ellsworth, Erdmang Faran, Ficklin, Garvin, 
Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grover, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Honston, BE. W, 
Hubard, Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Ay 
drew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman. 
Preston King, Leake, Lumpkin, MeClelland, MeClernand, 
McConnell, Joseph J. McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, 
Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Payne, 
Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Alexander D. 
Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Jacob 
Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Wentworth, Wick, 
and Woodward—79. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Jolin Quiney Adams, Arnold 


| Ashmun, Blanchard, Butlington, William W. Campbell, 


John H. Campbell, Carroll, Jolin G. Chapman, Constable, 
Cranston, Culver, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, 
Edsall. John H. Ewing, Edwin U1. Ewing, Foot, Giles, Grider, 
Grinnell, Hamlin, Hlampton, Harper, Hilliard, B. B. Holmes, 
Isaac E. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, C. J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler 
King, Lawrence, Leib, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, Long, Maclay, 
McClean, MeCrate, McGaughey, McHenry, Melivaine, 
Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Niven, Parrish, Pendleton, Perry, 
Pettit, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Julius Rock 
well, John A. Roekwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Scammon, 
Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, Thibo 
deaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, Toombs, 
Trumbo, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilmot, 


| Winthrop, Woodworth, Wright, and Young—95. 


So the vote was not reconsidered. 
And then, at a late hour, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepvespay, elugust 5, 1846. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Navy cause 
to be completed an exact survey of the Southwest 
Pass of the Mississippi river, and the adjacent 
waters of the Great Bay of Barrataria, with an ex- 
amination of the character of the marsh land sep- 
arating those waters, between the pilot station near 
the bar and Bayou Bull, as marked on the topo- 


' graphical chart in Senate document of Ist session 


26th Congress, No. 463, in order to ascertain tlie 
practicability of excavating a ship canal, of not 


' less than thirty feet water, from the said Southwest 


Pass, to seven fathoms water (forty-two feet) in 
the said bay; the necessary extent of a mole, or 


| breakwater, to reach seven fathoms, and an esti- 


mate of said canal and breakwater; also, that he 


| report mi the effect which the location of a navy- 


| yard an 


soll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Thomas |! 


a ship canal there would have in strength- 
ening, or otherwise, the defences of the Missis- 
sippi river; and that the result of said survey and 
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examination be laid before Congress at the com- 
mencement of its next session, 
\ message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing the action of said 
. - , | | , | 
House on the river and harbor appropriation bill; | 
also, that said House had passed the French spo- 
jjation bill. } | 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, asked that said committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
etition of citizens of New Hampshire, presented 
the 22d of December, 1849; which was agreed to. 

Mr. J. also, from the same committee, reported 

without amendment the House bill for the relief 
of Silas Waterman, of the county of Washington, 
Vermont, with a recommendation that its further 
consideration be postponed indefinitely; which re- 
nort was concurred in. 
' Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents and the Patent Office, reported with amend- 
ments the bill declaratory of the powers and legal- 
izing certain acts of the chief clerk of the Patent 
Office. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
submitted an adverse report upon the memorial of 
Edwin Bartlett; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on | 
Printing, reported in favor of printing the letters 
of Samuel Knox, William Reynolds, and Charles 
Wilkes, in relation to the harbor at the mouth of 
the Columbia river, submitted by Mr. Benton; 
which report was concurred in, and the document 
ordered to be printed. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 


Mr. RUSK moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the bill to pay the debt ascer- 
tained to be due to Texas when an independent 
State, by the United States; which was not agreed 
wo. 

The motion of Mr. LEWIS, that 5,000 addi- 
tional copies of the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, showing the articles in which a large 
amount per annum has hitherto been paid to the 
protected classes, was referred to the Committee 
on Printing. | 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the joint resolution for 
the relief of Seth M. Leavenworth. 


THE SALT DUTIES, &c. 


Mr. BENTON then rose and said, that he de- 
sired to call thé attention of the Senate to a bill in- 
troduced by him six months ago, and thus far 
passed over by the practice of taking up bills out 
of order. Ele spoke of the bill for the abolition 
of the salt tax, and of the fishing bounties and 
allowances founded upon that tax. Mr. B. wish- 
ed to give a new and extraordinary reason for the 
passage of that bill, growing out of a great over- 
sight in the new tariff bill. By this new bill the 
duty on salt is reduced to twenty per centum on 
the value, and the bounty in-lieu of drawback is 
reduced correspondingly on the pickled fish ex- 
ported, ‘This ts very well, as far as it goes; but 
ithappens to go almost no distance at all. The 
hounty payable on that description of exported 
lish is almost nothing—only about four or five 
thousand dollars per annum. Last year it was 
34,174, while the payments on account of dried 
fish exported are usually $300,000 per annum. 
Last year it was $290,000; but in 1841 it was 
$305,000; and the sum total already paid on this | 
branch of the fishing business is about nine mil- 
lions of dollars, and will go on at that rate under | 
the new bill. The whole of these bounties and | 
allowances are bottomed on the salt duties, and | 
| 


are a drawback of the duty supposed to have been 

pad on the salt put upon the fish exported; and | 
therefore classed with reéxported salt, entitled to | 
draw back, like other reéxported merchandise. 
lhough clothed with the name of “ bounties,”’ and 
of “allowances to fishing vessels,”’ still it is all 
founded on the salt tax, and is declared in the acts 
upon the subject to be in exchange and commutation 
of the drawback, and an equivalent therefor. In all 
the early acts of Congress dans bounties and allow- 
ances rose and fell with the rise and fall of the salt 
duties; and in the time of Mr. Jefferson, the whole | 
fell together. The whole were repealed upon the | 
recommendation of that wise and patriotic Presi- | 
dent; and the United States remained for some years | 
Without a salt tax, and without the superstructure ) 


of bounties and allowanees to the fisheries erected | 


upon it. The bill which I have introduced is a 
copy of that act—literatim, verbatim, et punctuatim, 
it is a copy of that blessed act. My bill is a copy 
of the Jeffersonian act in word and spirit, and is 
entitled to be passed on its own merits, without the 
intervention of the new circumstance, which ren- 
ders it imperative. By the great oversight in the 
new revenue bill, as it came from the House of 
Representatives, it will take the entire amount of 
the salt duty to pay the fishing allowances, and 
also about $100,000 or $150,000 in addition there. 
to, from other duties, to pay them. A brief state- 
ment makes this plain. The value of the salt im- 
ported has usually been $700,000 or ss800,000 per 
annum; the Secretary computes that the reduced 
duty will increase the importation, and carry it up 
to a million of dollars per annum. Very good. It 
may do so; and I will proceed upon that assump- 
tion. A million of dollars worth, at twenty per 
centum on the value, will vield a gross revenue of 
$200,000; but that sum will lack $100,000 or §150,- 
000 of being sufficient to pay the fishing allowances, 
and the defielency must be made up out of the 
treasury. ‘The result is, that the entire amount 
of the salt tax, and half as much more added to it, 
IS given as a present to persons engaged in_ the 
fisheries. Such is the result of the new bill: and 
such a result it is as was never seen or heard of 
hefore. In some degenerate reiens—amone some 
of the unhappy reigns of the Tudors and Stuarts 
of England—particular branches of the revenues 
were sometimes assigned to favorites; but this 
was usually of some luxury—as sweet wines or 
something of that sort; but in no case did any 
of these sovereigns, wrong-headed and wilful as 
some of them were, ever think of bestowing a salt 
tax on any individual or set of individuals. That 
article of prime and universal necessity, under the 
worst of monarchs, was never taxed, except for the 
purposes of the State. Now, for the first time in 
the history of the human race, the whole proceeds 
of the tax are to be paid to a few individuals, and 
half as much more. I saw this egregious blunder 
in the bill when it came up, and mentioned it to 
some of my friends; but a new edict seemed to 
have gone forth, under horrible denunciations, to 
pass the bill as it was. To be sure that denunci- 
ation did not govern me. I voted for one amend- 
ment, notwithstanding; but would propose none 
myself. I consoled my conscience with saying the 


remedy is in the hands of the Senate. If they are 


' willing to correct it, it ean be easily done by the 


passage of the bill I have introdueed—the old Jef- 
fersonian bill—to abolish the whole—the platform 
and superstructure—the tax, and the bounties, and 
the allowances built upon it—and thus get rid of 
the whole in the most complete, compendious, and 
beneficial way. That bill is now ready to be 
assed. It rests with the majority to pass it; and 
if the House of Representatives concurs, not only 
the vreat oversight in the bill is corrected, but the 
country will be relieved from the whole burden of 
the salt tax, and all its superstructure of bounties 
and allowances, and all the frauds to which these 
bounties and allowances notoriously give rise. 
Mr. President, this is not the time to speak of the 
abomination of a salt tax—a tax almost impious in 
its nature, as taxing the article which God has 
riven to all animated nature—the dumb beast as 
well as the human being—to season its food, and 
preserve its health and life, and which ought to be 
as free as air and water. This is not the time to 
speak of that impious tax, from which even the 
British, taxed to death as they are, have been free 
since the year 1&4. But it is the time to speak 
of the delusion of this reduction to twenty per 
cent. on the value. To those who do not see the 
working of the tax, or who do not see the mode 
which the imposition of a tax may be made the 
means of burdening the people ten times more 
than the tax itself does, it may seem a great mat- 
ter. ‘To all who understand the operation of 
the tax, the reduction is but little better than 
an illusion. The fact is, that any tax on this 
article is a curse, and a small tax nearly as bad 
as a large one. Any tax at all will carry the 
imported article through the custom-house, and 
throw it into the hands of regraters and monopo- 
lizers. The importer does not bring with him 
money to pay the duties: it is troublesome and 
inconvenient for him to give the two securities 
which the law requires. This gives rise to a class 
of salt dealers in the seaports, who advance the 
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duties, or give security, and purchase the salt on 
their own account. They thus collect it into their 
own hands, and fix their own price; and I have 
seen West India or Mediterranean salt, which cost 
from six to eight cents a bushel, thus pat up to 
forty-five cents; and at this moment, by the New 
Orleans prices cugrent, such salt is now actually at 
thirty cents a bif8Shel!—that is io say, four or five 
times its import value! Nothing but the refer- 
ence of the salt to the custom-house, and throw- 


ing it into the hands of the regraters, could produce 
this result; and this will continue to be the case 
under any tax whatever, be it much or little. 
Nothing but total freedom from the custom-house 
—nothing but a sale direct from the ship te the 
steamboat—ean prevent the mischief; and, there- 
ld be as tree as the stones 


which form the ballast, and ever whieh no inspec- 


; é : ; 
fore, the sait she 


tion of the eustoms should exercise Supervision, 
This is enough to show that the present reduction 
is an illusion that nothine but tot ul abolition of 
the tax will relieve the countrv. “This is a_suffi- 
cient reason for the total abolition; yet there is 
another one, also the result of any tax whatever, 
no matter how small, which re ju res total aboli- 
tion of the tax. It is in the substitution of the 
weighed for the measured bushel. 
from the custom-house law. By that law the 
bushel is to be counted by wetght—356 pounds to 
the bushel. This may do for Liverpool salt; but 
the pure, strong salt, which alone is fit to cure beef, 


Phat results 


nork, butter, so as to fit it for exportation, or ior 
preservation in a southern climate—this pure, 


| strong salt, weighs 84 pounds to the bushel; so 


that the purchaser, in getting 56 pounds, only gets 
two-thirds of a bushel. But he does not even get 
56—which is the custom-house bushel; for the 
retailer and the domestic manufacturer, Improving 
upon this idea of weight, have struck off the 6 
pounds, and made it 50! And this was the salt 
bushel throughout the whole West! And sucha 
bushel as itis! Often and often, when the water 
was drained out of it, the farmer has found that a 
half bushel measure would contain the whole 
bushel, and have room to spare! and that thirty- 
odd pounds weight in the other scale would lift it 
from the ground! This is the case now: this has 
been the case ever since the custom-house bushel 
was established: it will be the case as long as tt 
lasts; and that will be just as long as there is 
any tax at all on salt. One per cent. will keep 
up this false bushel, as well as twenty; and 
twenty will keep it up as well as a hundred per 
cent. would. Therefore, the reduction is an illu- 
sion, and nothing will do it but the passage of the 
old Jeffersonian bill which I have introduced. 
Thus the correction of the great blunder m the bill, 
which gives the whole salt tax and half as much 
more to the fishermen—the abolition of the fmo- 
nopolies in the seaports, which treble and quadru- 
ple the price of the article—and the restoration of 
the honest measured, for the false and fraudulent 
weiched bushel—all require the bill which L have 
introduced to be passe d. 

Mr. DICKINSON then rose and made a remark 
in reference, as we understood, to the subject on 
which the Senator from Missouri had addressed 
the Senate, but the honorable member was not 
heard distinetly in the gallery. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said that he wished to know 
what was before the Senate? He had supposed 
that the motion made by him to take up a certain 
bill had been entertained; but lo! they now had a 
debate about the duty on salt! 

Mr. BENTON said he would not take any re- 
buke as to the non-observance of order in this in- 
The bill to which he had called the atten- 
tion of the Senate had been introduced by him six 
months ago, and nothing would deter him from 


stance. 


presenting the whole matter to the country just as 
lit was. 


Mr. HANNEGAN replied that he intended no 


| rebuke for the Senator from Missouri, or any one 


else. 
Mr. BENTON. 
enough. 


Mr. HANNEGAN proceeded. 


Very well then. That is 


If he had in- 


tended a rebuke for that Senator, he would have 
addressed it directly to him, and at him, not 
through the Senator from New York, [Mr. Dicx- 
INSON. ] 
The motion to take up the bill alluded to by the 
Senator from Indiana was then adopted after a 
' division—ayes 26, noes not counted. 


ae 


id iow’ aN 
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The bill was then considered as in committee of 
the whole, reported back to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


PRE-EMPTION LAWS. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved the Senate to proceed to 
the consideration of the bill to Mablish a perma- 
nent general pre-emption system in favor of actual 
settlers upon the public lands; which was not 
agreed to, 


DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON. 


The “ bill the duties which have been 
paid or have accrued upon the importation of rail- 
road iron in certain cases,’’ was read a third ume 
by its title . 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the reading of the 
entire bill; and it was read. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. ATHERTON rose and asked the Senator 
from Maine [Mr. Evans] why the 20th of August, 
1843, had been named in the bill? 

Mr. EVANS replied that that was a mistake in 
the envrossment. It should be 1842, and was in- 
tended to meet the tariff law of that year. 

Mr. 
was no limitation as 
The bill of last ssion contained a provi 390 with 
revard to the rht of the rail for the 
of w hac h the bill wa 


to remit 


there to the quality of rail, 


wel exemption 
It had been regard- 
ed as a matter of much importance that the heavy 
'T’ rail should be laid down by companies. In the 
present bill there was no such limitation or restric- 
He would also observe that this bill remit- 
ted the duties on rails ImMporte d for the purpose of 


framed. 


tion, 


replacing others. ‘There was no provision restrict- 
ing companies from obtaining a remission of duties 
on rails imported for the purpose of replacing rails 
which they had taken un. It did not apply strictly 
and solely to the rails originally laid down. This 
bill appeared to be freed from all restrictions what- 
soever. Tle did not wish to detain the Senate by 
any extended remarks, and would only refer,’in 
the most cursory manner, to one or two observa- 
tions urged by the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
Evans] in favor of the bill. It was contended that 
the railroad companies oucht to be placed on an 
equal footing with the act of 1842. Since that 
time, however, the price of iron had been very 
much reduced. With the duty, it now cost no 
more than formerly without it. The argument in 
favor of the bill that the railroads benefited the 
former by affording means of transportation for 
his products, might be with equal justice urged in 
favor of remitting the duty on iron employed in 
the construction of steamboats. Why, then, not 
exempt that also? ‘That showed that this was a 
piece of partial legislation, for the exclusive bene- 
fit of railread corporations. 

Mr. EVANS replied. He would not detain the 
Senate more than a moment. The gentleman op- 
posite [Mr. Aruertron] desired to know why the 
provision regarding the weight of the rails had not 
been retained. The Senator was mistaken in sup- 
posing that it was prospective—looking to the 
future, and not to the past. They did intend by 
the bill to remit the duty on the lighter rails, be- 
cause they had been brought in. The imports 
free hereafter were to be confined to the heavier 
kind of rail. In reward to the reference to the iron 
employed in the construction of steamboats, the 
answer was Railroads could not be 
moved from Maine to New Orleans. Steamboats 
could seek profitable employment wherever it offer- 
ed. He would ask, in conclusion, that by unani- 
mous consent, the error in engrossing should be 
corrected. 


obvious, 


The error was accordingly, by unanimous con- 
sent, rectified; and then the bill was put on its 
yassare. 

Mr. BAGBY said that his objection to the bill 
was, that it would take, as he understood, upwards 
of a million of dollars from the treasury for the 
benefit of certain railroad companies, while every 
other citizen of the country had to pay duties on 
all the imported iron he consumed, even for the 
most necessary purposes. The proposition was 
too monstrous to be entertained for a moment. 

Mr. ATHERTON asked for the yeas and nays, 
and being seconded and ordered, they were taken, 
with the following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, Chal- 
mers, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Evans, Greene, Jarnagin, Johnson of 


ATHERTON then went on to remark that ! 


Louisiana, Johnson of Maryland, McDuffie, Mangum, 
Phelps, Rusk, Simmons, Speight, Upham, Webster, Wood- 
bridge, and Yulee—%6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, 
Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, Miller, Semple, Sturgeon, Tur- 
ney, and Westcott—20. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. BREESE moved the Senate to proceed to 
the consideration of the bill to establish an addi- 
tional land office in lowa; which motion was not 
acreed to. 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved the Senate to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of an act to enable the 
people of Wisconsin Territory to form a constitu- 
tion and State government, and for the admission 
of such State into the Union; which motion was 
agreed to, 

The bill was then considered as in committee of 
the whole, reported back to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


The Senate, as in committee ofthe whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year ending the 30th June, 
1847. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to amend, in the 
appropriation of “$12,000 for the construction of 
a revenne cutter to be emnloved on the coast of 
Texas,’’ by striking ont the words ** to be employ- 
ed upon the coast of Texas.”’ 

Mr. H. explained that the clause, as it stood at 
present, would not allow the President to employ 
the vessel provided for on any other station than 
the one designated, whereas the vessels in the rev- 
enue service are all entirely subject to the orders 
of the President and Secretary of the Treasury. 

The amendment was agreed to without opposi- 
tion, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved further to amend 
the bill by striking out the words ‘for the erection 
of a warehouse thereat,’’ from the clause making 
an appropriation for the completion of the custom- 
house at Wilmington, North Carolina, and the 
erection of a warehouse, &c.; which amendment 
was adopted. 

Mr. H. further moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting an appropriation of $5,000 for procuring 
and locating buoys at such places as the navigating 
interests may demand; which amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON moved further to amend 
the bill by inserting an appropriation 6f $4,319 to 
pay for 350 copies of a compend of the revenue laws 
compiled by Thomas F. Gordon; which amend- 
ment was adopted. 

Mr. EVANS submitted an amendment, appro- 
priating $4,988 for reducing and preparing for pub- 
lication, under a resolution of the Senate, plans 
and drawings made by the officers of the topo- 
eraphical bureau for the improvement of harbors, 
rivers, &c.; which was adopted. 

Mr. DIX submitted the following amendment; 
which was agreed to: 

“ For refunding to James Buchanan, Jate her Britannic 


Majesty’s consul at the city of New York, moneys disbursed | 
by him, and compensating him for services performed, in 


respect to the slaver Catharine, condemned and sold at the 
suit of the United States, the sum of £2,144 75.” 

Mr. D. also, from the Committee on Commerce, 
submitted an amendment appropriating $7,000 for 
completing the marine hospital at New Orleans, 
and providing suitable furniture therefor. 

Mr. D. supported the amendment, stating the 
absolute necessity of an appropriation for the pur- 

yose In question 

Mr. LEWIS opposed. If this appropriation 
was granted, (he said,) it would open the way for 
applications for similar purposes from all parts of 
the country. 

After some further remarks in favor of the 
amendment, by Messrs. HUNTINGTON, DIX, 
DAVIS, and JOHNSON of Louisiana, it was 


adopted. 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OF FLORIDA. 


Mr. YULEE submitted the following amend- 
ment, which he briefly supported, viz: 

“To pay arrears of expense of the Legislature and Exec- 
utive of the late Territory of Florida for the years 1842, 1843, 
1844, and 1845, $8,000.” 

The question was taken on the above amend- 
ment, and decided in the negative. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


: Aug. 3, 


[A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House had 
resolved to insist upon its amendments to the bill 
granting a pension to Richard Elliott, and the bill 
providing for the payment of the evidences o 
lic debt in certain cases, and asking 
on the disagreeing votes. 

Mr. ARCHER submitted the following amend. 
ment; which was adopted: “ 

Insert at the end of the class call ** miscellaneous” 
the following: 


f pub. 
a conference 


“To the State of Virginia, $64.42 87, claimed by her as 
due under the act of Sth July, 1832, entitled «An act for 
liquidating and paying certain claims of the State of Vir 
ginia. ??? 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following amend- 
ment; which, after discussion by Messrs. DAViS 
SPEIGHT, HUNTINGTON, EVANS, Car, 
HOUN, and NILES, was adopted—yeas 2, 
17, viz: 

* To reimburse the State of Massachusetts, for militia soy 
vice in the late war, $227,176, or such sum as has been re 
ported as due to the State by the Secretary of War.” 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AT NEW ORLEANS, 


Mr. JOHNSON moved to amend the bill « by 
inserting an appropriation of $100,000 for the ere. 
tion of a custom-house at New Orleans.” 

Mr. LEWIS opposed the amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON earnestly advocated the appro- 
priation. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment rejected—yeas 7, nays not counted. 

Mr. SEVIER submitted an amendment, appro- 
priating $10,000 for the erection of a marine hospi- 
tal at Napoleon, Arkansas; which was agreed to. 

GREENOUGH’S STATUES. 

Mr. LEWIS presented a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury, recommending an additional 
appropriation (according to the terms of contract) 
for the execution of certain statues intended for the 
portico of the Capitol; which was read. 

Mr. LEWIS then submitted the following 
amendment; which was adopted: , 

** For payment to Huratio Greenough fora group of statues 
to adorn the eastern portico of the Capitol, $8.000: Provided, 
The work is in such a state of progress as, in reference to 
the whole sum to be paid for its execution, shall, in the opin- 
ion of the President of the United States, render it proper 
to make such payment.”’ 

Mr. SPEIGHT submitted an amendment appro- 
priating $620 for extra clerk hire in the office of 
the Second Auditor, and read a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury recommending said ap- 
propriation. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. NILES submitted the following amendment; 
which was adopted, viz: 

Insert the following proviso: 

Provided, That the proceeds of the telegraph between 
Washington city and Baltimore be, and the same is hereby, 
directed to be placed in the treasury of the United States 
for the benefit of the Post Office Department, in the same 
manner as other revenues which accrue from postages. 

No further amendments being submitted, the bill 
was reported to the Senate, and the question being 
on concurring in the amendments adopted in com- 
mittee, generally, 

Mr. DICKINSON moved that the appropria- 
tions for marine hospital and the Virginia claim 
be excepted; which was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on concurring In 
the other amendments, and decided in the ailirma- 
tive. 

The question recurring on the amendment in re- 
lation to the claim of the State of Virginia, the 
yeas and nays were taken, and resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messts. Archer, Ashley, Bagby, Berrien, Breese, 
Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, John M. Clayton, Crittenden, Da- 
vis, Greene, Hannegan, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, 
McDuffie, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, 


Simmons, Speight, Webster, Westcott, and Woodbridge 
—27. 


me 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, 


au ys 


| Bright, Thomas Clayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fairtield, Hous- 


ton, Lewis, Pearce, Phelps, Semple, Sturgeon, Turney, 
Upham, and Yulee—1L&. 
So the amendment was concurred in. se 
The question was then taken on the remaining 
excepted amendments, and they were concurred in. 


MEXICAN INDEMNITY. 
Mr. BENTON again submitted his amendment 
in relation to Mexican indemnity. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, ably advocated 
the amendment, in a speech of some length. 
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The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
and resulted as follows: 


yEAS—Messtrs. Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Benton, 
Breese, John M. Clayton, Crittenden, Dickinson, Dix, 
Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson ot Louisi- 
‘a, Jounson of Maryland, Morehead, Nilgs, Rusk, Semple, 
Simmons, and Woodbridge —21. 
~WAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Berrien, Bright, Cal- 
noun, Cass, Chalmers, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, Davis, 
Evans, Fairfield, Huntington, Lewis, McDuttie, Miller, 
Phelps, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, and 
Yulee—23. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the same amendment 
with a proviso—the whole being as follows: 

«Por paying the principal and interest of the fourth and 
fifth instalments of the Mexican indewnities, due in April 
and July, in the year 1844, the sum of $320,000: Provided, 
The claimants, each for hineelf, shall relinquish to the Uni- 
ted States his right to said instalunents: «4nd provided further, 
That each of the claimants shall agree to take in payment 


ae 


THE 





te scrip ofa stock bearing interest at 5 per cent., payable | 


io five years.” 

Upon the adoption of the above amendment, the 
yeas and nays were taken, and resulted as fol- 
jows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Bar- 
row, Benton, Breese, Joha M. Clayton, Crittenden, Dickin- 
son, Dix, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson 
of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Morehead, 
Niles, Phelps, Rusk, Semple, Simmous, Westcott, and 
Woodbridge—2o. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Berrien, Bright, Cal- 
noun, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, 
Davis, Evans, Fairfield, Huntington, Lewis, McDuflic, 
Miller, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, and 
Yulee—2u. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE AT NEW ORLEANS. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, again offered his 
amendment, making an appropriauon for the erec- 
ion of acustom-house at New Orleans; which was 
rejected on a division—yeas 18, nays 19. 

Mr. McDUFFIE submitted an amendment ap- 
propriating $4,900, for an outfit of Arthur Mid- 


pt Pa : ; . 
dleton, of South Carolina, as acting chargé des 


aflaires at Madrid; which was rejected on a divi- | 


sion—yeas 19, nays 20. 
DRY-DOCK AT PHILADELPHIA. 


Mr. CAMERON submitted an amendment ap- 
propriating $40,000 for constructing a dry-dock at 
Philadelphia, under the direction of the Navy De- 
parunent. 

Mr. ALLEN desired to know of the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance, if he had kept an 
account of the amount of the additional appropria- 
uons which had been made to the bill by amend- 
ments ¢ 

Mr. LEWIS replied, ‘* about a million.”’ 

‘The question was then taken upon Mr. Came- 
kon’s anendment, and decided in the negative on 
a division—yeas 13, nays 19. 

No further amendments being submitted, the 
bil was ordered to a third reading; and by unani- 
mous consent, read a third time, and passed. 


HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN then rose and said, that 
he desired to introduce a bill, which would not oc- 
cupy more than a few minutes of the time of the 
Senate; and, if opposed, he would not press it at 
all. In the harbors on the western rivers, the bill 
for whose improvement had been vetoed by the 
President, there were dredging boats which would 
be destroyed unless proper measures for their pres- 
ervation were adopted. ‘The bill which he pro- 
posed to introduce, provided for the appropriation 
of such asum as might be deemed adequate for 
the preservation of these boats and their machinery. 
The bill embraced the Missouri, Ohio, Mississippi, 
and Arkansas. 

Mr. DIX inquired if the Hudson river was in- 
cluded ? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN answered in the negative. 

Mr, SPEIGHT called for the reading of the bill. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. BEN'TON briefly described the boats and 
machinery. They were powerful enough to raise 
ees one hundred feet long, and three or four feet 
in diameter, ‘The way to preserve them was to 
keep them employed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that the value 
of the property of the United States which it was 
sought to preserve from absolute destruction 
amounted to about $100,000. He had done his 


duty in submitting the bill, and felt no more in- , 








terest in it than any other gentleman might be sup- 
posed to entertain. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON was opposed to the bill, 
on the ground that the public property in many 
harbors on the Atlantic was in the same condition; 
and to legislate in one case and not in the other 
would be parual. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said his opinions on the subject 
of the improvement of the rivers and harbors were 
well known. He believed firmly that the General 
Government had the constituuonal right to make 
such liprovements, but much as he desired to 
see the western rivers improved, he could not con- 
sent to legislate for them separated from the north- 
ern rivers. tle was a western man by locauon, 
but he trusted that his American tecling was not 
bounded by secuonal limits. Lie could not, there- 
fore, consent to foster the western rivers Whilst 
the lakes and rivers of the North were neglected. 
‘Lhe machinery alluded to would undoubtedly be 
lost to the Government. It would be solid at a 
ruinous sacrifice, or allowed to rotin the water, 
He would take that occasion to say, that if the 
Opportunity were ailorded, he would ugain declare, 
by his vole, his adiierence to the principle that the 


General Government had the power to make mn- 


provements of a national character. ‘lierefore, 
he had voted tor the harbor bill; so he would vote 
again. During the whole of General Jackson’s 
adninistrauon, he had had the honor of a seat in 
the other branch of the National Legislature, and 
at every session of that period, a bill had been 
passed suniiar to the one to wiich he had jast 


alluded. J*or ail of those bills he had voted. | 


‘they all received the sancuuon of General Jackson, 
for whose opinions he (Myr. 5.) should ever enter- 
tain the most profound regard. Lie hoped to have 
au Opportunity of Vollinye lor similar bilis hereatter. 
tis opinions on this subject had not been hasuly 
formed. ‘hey were tie result of much reflection; 
they were in accordance with the enlightened 
views of General Jackson, and he need not say 
that a more consistent, scrupulous, and faithful 
guardian of the Consutuuon, never occupied the 
presidental chair. It was not, therefore, likely 
that he (Vir. 5.) would relinquish these opinions 
for light or transient causes; on the conuaury, he 
hoped to maiitain them while he lived. 

Mr. BAGBY said he knew he would not be 
charged with any want of courtesy to the Senator 
from Kentucky. He (Mr. LB.) avaiied himself of 
the occasion tu say that there was no member of 
the Senate for whom he entertained more respect 


| than the Senator from tKwentucky, or that he would 


be more happy to oblige than that Senator, where 
he could do it with propriety. But the subject of 
the improvement of harbors and rivers had, as he 
(Mr. bs.) thought, been hapjily and properly dis- 
posed ot for the present session, and he could not 
consent Lo revive lt at this late stage of the session. 
lt was pertectly obvious thatif the river bill was 
introduced, the harbor bill would follow, either as 
an original bill, or by way of amendment. It was 
known to the Senate that he (Mr. b.) had fixed 
and unalterable opinions in relation to this whole 
system. And although ithad been said that some 
of the inventions for that purpose would drag a 
large tree out of the bottom of the river as easy as 
a dentist would extract a tooth, Mr. bL. was atraid 
that while they were pulling snags out of the rivers 
and making appropriauons for unknown harbors, 
we were running snags into the treasury. With 
pertect respect, thereture, for his honorable friend 
trom Kentucky, he objecied to the mtroducuion of 
the biil. 

‘The bill was then read a first time. 

NEW YORK PILOTS. 

Mr. DIX moved to take up the bill concerning 
New York pilots, and advocated his motion with 
great carnestness. 

Mr. DAYTON objected. 

Mr. DICKINSON supported the motion. 

Mr. DAYTON. It wiil take a long ume to dis- 
cuss the bill. 

Mr. DIX. Notat all. 

Mr. DAYTON. We have had such a bill here 
every session for the last five or six years. 

Mr. DLX said the Senator was mistaken. 

The motion was then rejected, and so the Senate 
refused to take up the bill. 


WEST POINT ACADEMY. 
On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the bill making ap- 
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propriations for the Military Academy at West 
Point, was taken up. 

Mr. CAMERON offered an amendment appro- 
priating $20,000 for the purchase of land in the 
neighborhood of the arsenal at Frankfort, Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr. LEWIS objected. 

Mr. EVANS ulso objected. The appropria- 
tion did not properly belong to the bill before the 
Senate. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON supported the amend- 
ment, on the ground that there was a contract in 
the case by which the Government was bound to 
pay the $20,000. 

Mr. EVANS denied that there had been any 
legally authorized contract. 

The amendment was then rejected. 

The bill as amended by the committee was re- 
vorted to the Senate, the amendments concurred 
in, the bill ordered to a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, the Senate then 
went into Executive session, and after some time 
so occupied, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, elugust 5, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read, was 
corrected in a certain particular, on motion of Mr. 
DROMGOOLE, and was then approved. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the act to provide for the ascertainment 
and satisfaction of claims of American citizens for 
spoliations committed by the French prior to the 
31st July, 1801. 

[It appeared that the question had not yesterday 
been taden on the title of the bill.] 

The pending question was, ‘Shall this be the 
title of the bill?’’ 

The previous question was moved and second- 
ed; and the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved that the bill be laid 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in or- 
der. 

Mr. JONES moved that the title of the bill be 
laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in or- 
der. The title of the bill could not be separated 
from the bill itself. 

‘The main question was then taken, and the utle 
of the bill was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, proceeded to lay 
before the House certain messages from the Sen- 
ate. 

The bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice of the United States, which had been returned 
from the Senate with certain amendments, was 
taken up, and, on motion of Mr. McK AY, was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The bill from the Senate entitled ‘‘An act to pro- 
vide for the confirmation of certain settlement 
claims in the Greensburg land district in Louisi- 
ana,’’ was taken up on its first and second reading. 

Mr. MORSE asked that it be put on its third 
reading. 

Mr. COBB called for explanation. 

Mr. HARMANSON said a few words in expla- 
nation of its provisions, when he was interrupted 
by a number of members stating that it was unne- 
cessary to say more. 

And the bill was thereupon read a third time and 
passed. 


THE GRADUATION BILL. 


The bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
public lands, (which had been returned from the 
Senate with sundry amendments to the amend- 
ments of this House,) was taken up as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That 
all public lands which shall have been offered for sale fifleen 
years Or more on the lst day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six, shall thereafter be subject to 
entry atone dollar per acre, for the term of five years; all 
the before described lands then remaining unsold shal! be 
subject to entry at seventy-five cents per acre for another 
terin of five years ; and all such unsold at the end of the last 
meutioned term may be entered at fifty cents per acre. 

Sec. 2. And te it further enacted, That all public lands 
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which, after the first day of December, one thousand eight 


hunderd and forty-six, shall have been offered for sale fifteen 
veare or more on the first of December, one thousand eight 
huodred and fifty-one, shall then be subject to graduation 
and entry, in like manner and at like periods of five years ; 
and that all public lands which shall have been offered for 
Ue filleen years or more at the next succeeding period, or 
subsequent one, shall be subject in ike manner to grad 
nation and entry at like periods of five years, as they conse 
cutively occur: Provided, That no one person, under the 
rovisions of this act, shall be authorized to purchase more 
than one section at ihe trate of fity cents per acre. 
Seo. 3, And he it further enacted, That upon every reduce 
tion in the prices of said lands which shall take place by the 
graduating process of this act, the occupants or settlers upon 
suid lands «hall have the nght of preémption at 
uch graduated or reduced priees, which right shall ext nd 
to a period of six months from and after the dates at which 
the respective graduations and any land not 
ad by eccupants 
shall be trable to he purchased by any 
other person toatl the next graduation or reduction tn price 
hail take place, 


lowe 


any of the 


hall take place 


enter the respeetive 


period entered or 


when it shall, if not previously purchased, 


be again subjeet to the might of preemption for ix months, 
s before, and so on from: time to time as said reduction 
iitake place: Py led, That nothing in this act contained 
hall be construed to interfere with any night which has ac 
rnedor may acerne by virtue ob any act granting preemp 
i i to aetual settiors: upon the puble lands. 
1. dnd be tt further enacted, That all acts and parts 
‘ vets as provide tor an exemption from the tniposation of 
1 upon tand sold by the United States for five years 
from and after the day of sale, be, and the same are hereby, 
my aled 

And the question being on concurring in the 
amendments of the Senate, the y were read, 

Mr. MceCLERNAND brietly « x plained them, 
remarking that they were substantially the same 
us the amendments of the House. And he de- 
manded the previous question, 

Mr. BRODHLEAD and Mr. GORDON moved 
thatthe bill and amendments be laid on the table. 

Mr. BRODILEAD asked the yeas and Hays, 


ordered, 

Mr. GILES asked to be excused from voting, on 
ve ground that he had pared off with the vent - 
man from Vermont, {Mr. Dini INGHAM. | 


which were 


Mr. G. was excused, 
Mr. MeCLERNAND moved that there be a 
enti af thre Liou se, and it ke d the yeas and hays, 


which were ordered; and, being taken, were— 
yeas 56, nays LI3. 


So a call of the House was refused. 

‘The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
the motion that the bill and amendments be laid 
on the table, and resulted as follows: 

VY EAS——Mesers. Abbott, Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, Bar 
ringer, Bell, Jam Black, Blanchard, Brodhead, Milton | 
Brown, Buthington, W. W. Campbell, J. WH. Campbell, Car 
roll, J. G. Chapman, Chipman, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, 
Culver, Garrett Davis, De Mott, Dockery, Duniap, Edsall, 
Bilsworth, Erdman, Jolin HH. Ewing, Edwin i. Ewing, Foot, 
Goodvear. Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Han 
lin, Thanpten, Harper, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, J. W. Hous- 
ton. Sanuwel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington 
linut, Charles J. tngersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Daniel P. King, Preston 
Kiog, Leib, Lewis, Levin, Long, MeClean, McCrate, Me 
Henry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Moulton, Niven, 
Norris, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ritter, Julius 


Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Seam- 


esciet = 


mion, c. aman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert 
Syouith., Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, Sy kes, Thibo 
deaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, James Thomp 

m. Tilden. Toombs, "Trumbo, Vinton, Wheaton, White, 


Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, and Young 


NAY S—Meeers. S. Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger, Biggs, 
lnmnes A. Black. Bowhn, Bovd, Brinkerhbofh Burt, Catheart, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, 
Cummins, Conningham, Daniel, Dobbin, Douglass, Drom 

te. Paran, Preklin, Garvin, Haralson, Harmanson, Hen 
lev, Hloge, Tsaae BE. Holmes, Geo. 8. Houston, Edmund W. 
Hubard, Hunter, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Sea 


born Jones, Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, Me 
Clelland, MeClernand, MeConnell, J. J. MeDowell, James 
MeDowell, MeGaughey, MeWway, J. P. Martin, B. Martin, 
Morris, Morse, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perry, Petut, Phelps, 
Vilishuryv, Reid, Relt thett, Roberts, Sawver, Seddon, Al 
exander DD. Leonard TH. Sims, Stinpsoa, Thomas 
Sinith, C. B. Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Jacob Thomp 

mn. Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Wentworth, Wick, and 
Woodward—7Y 


Mires, 


So the bill and amendments were laid on the 


Mr. GORDON moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, 

And the House decided that the vote should not 
hoe rec onside red. 

‘The ELouse took up the bill entitled * An act to 
provide for the payment of the evidences of public 
debt in certain eases, which had been returned from 
the Senate, that body disagreeing to the amendment 
made by the Lieuse to the said bill. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL explained the 
difference between the provisions of the bill as 
adopted severally by the two Houses; stating the 


{} 


weettlers within that | 


amendment of the Senate. 


And Mr. I. moved that the House insist on its || 


disagreement. 


Mr. McKAY thought the objections to the | 
amendment of the Senate were not so strong as | 


had been represented by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr. J. R. Incersou..] 
part, he (Mr. McK.) Was willing to recede. He 
would not, however, oppose the motion to insist, 


but would move at the same time thata committee | 


of conference be appoint d. 

Mr. PETTIT opposed the passage of the bill in 
any form. 

Mr. COBB would be willing to recede, he said, 
as he would be willing to vote for the proposition 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Me- 
Kay.) Mr. C. moved the previous question, but 
withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. DROMGOOLKE, who thought that the Sen- 
ate bill was better drawn and guarded than the 
bill of the House; and he moved that the House 
rece cle . 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF demanded the previous 
que stion,. 

but there was no second. 

And the question being taken first on the motion 
to rece ce 9 

The Llouse refuse d to rece de, {which is equiva- 
lent to a vote to insist. | 

And a committee of conference was ordered to 
be appointed, 

In the ease of the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill for the relief of Richard Elliott, 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the House recede. 

The House refused to recede. 

On motion of Mr. JACOB 'THOMPSON, th 
[louse insisted. 

And, on motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, a 
committee of conference was ordered to be ap- 
pointed, 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order of 
business to be the call of the committees for re- 
ports. 

On motion of Mr. COCKE, submitted on leave, 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of the heirs 
of Samuel Jackson be withdrawn from the files of 
the House. 

Mr. MORRIS called up the motion heretofore 
made, to reconsider the vote by which a resolution, 
offered by him, instructing the Committee on the 
Judiciary to report a bill adopting the existing 
laws of the State of Maryland in relation to slavery 
as the law of this District, and repealing all laws 
of Congress in conflict therewith, had been laid on 
the table. 

Mr. M. asked the yeas and nays, which were 
refused. 


to reconsider the vote. 

The SPEAKER again announced the regular 
order of business. 

Mr. PAYNE asked leave to offer a resolution. 

Ob je ted to. 

THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

The Committee of Ways and Means having 
been called in its order— . 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, from that committee, to 
whom had been referred the amendments from the 
Senate to the bill entitled **An act to provide for 
the better organization of the Treasury, and for the 
collection, safekeeping, transfer, and disbursement 
of the public revenue,’’ reported the same without 
amendment. 

And Mr. D., under instructions from the com- 
mittee, recommended a concurrence on the part of 
this House in the amendments of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question, then, is on 
concurrence. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON demanded the previous 
qu suion., 


For his own | 
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be laid on the table?’ was taken, and rc sulted ag 


|| follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams. Arnold 

| Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, Blanchard, Milton Brown Jon ; 
Ht. Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Cocke, C; ai 
Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, Dockery, join H Ex =e 
Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Graham, Grider. Grinnell Hl a” 
ton, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Hou sae 
Sanuel DP. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt leceake 
R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Lewis, Levin, Loar Mo. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said he desired a separate 
vote on several amendments, and especially on the | 


last. 


Mr. ASLIMUN moved that the bill and amend- | 


ments be laid on the table, and asked the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

‘The amendments having been read, 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL inquired whether it 


would be in order to move an amendment to the 
amendments ? 


The SPEAKER said not. 
The question, ** Shall the bill and amendments 


Gaughey, McHenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseje: 
Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John 4’ 
Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Severance, Truman Smith, 
Albert Smith, Caleb B. Sinith, Stephens, Strotim, ‘Tijpe’ 
deaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Toombs 
Vinton, White, Winthrop, Wright, and Young—s6 
NAYS—Meresrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson 
Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A’ 
sack, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhotl, Brodhead, Burt. Cay, 
eart, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke. Co), 
Collin, Constable, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Dani : 
De Mott, Douglass, Diomgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellswory). 
Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin. Giles. G on 
year, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Hey 
ley, Hoge, 1. E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, G. 8. Houston 
Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt. inte : 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James Hl. Johnson, Josey, 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones. Seahorn 
Kaufman, Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, Leib 
La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, MeClejland’ 
McClernand, McConnell, MeCrate, Joseph J. Mel well, 
James Me Dowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Marti’ 
Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrisi;’ 
Payne, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun. Reid, Rein 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Sed 
don, Alexander D. Sims, L. H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas 
Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. Jolin, Strong, Sykes 
James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatte’ 
‘Towns, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Willianis, Wily t 
Wood, Woodward, and Yost—125. 


» Trumbo, 


ML 


Jones, 


So the bill and amendments were not laid on the 


| table. 


The question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, 

Mr. McKAY requested Mr. G. 8S. Hovusron to 
withdraw it. 

Mr. HOUSTON did so. 

Mr. McK AY moved an amendment, the effect 
of which he briefly stated would be, if adopted, to 
postpone the time when gold and silver only shall 
be received in payment of the public dues, from 
the Ist of January to the Istof April. If this were 
adopted, he mentioned one or two of the amend- 
ments of the Senate which he should vote avainst. 


He renewed the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 
Some conversation occurred on a point of order, 


between Mr. DROMGOOLE, Mr. McKAY, and 


_ the SPEAKER. 


The question was then taken (by tellers) on the 
demand for the previous question, and the vote 
stood, ayes 87, noes 61. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question (on concurring in the 


- . | amendments) was ordered to be now taken. 
And the question being taken, the House refused | 


The amendments were read, and those to which 
no exception was taken, were concurred in with- 
out a division. 

On the amendment of Mr. McK AY to the amend- 
ment of the Senate to section nineteen, a separate 
vote was asked. 

This amendment of the Senate postpones the 
operation of the section of the bill which relates to 
gold and silver payments to the first day of Janu- 
ary. 

This amendment of Mr. McKAY moved to 


|}amend by striking out ‘ January,’’ and inserting 


‘¢ April.”’ 
Mr. BARRINGER desired to be informed by 


the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


| Means, [Mr. McK.,] whether that committee had 


not refused to recommend this amendment? 
The reply of Mr. McKay, if he made any, was 
not heard on the left of the chair. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE said, that the committee 


| had instructed him to move a concurrence in the 


| amendment of the Senate. 


Mr. D. asked the yeas and nays on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, which were ordered; and, 
being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, Biggs, Boyd, 
Burt, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Collin, Constable, Cullom, Dobbin, Dun- 
lap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Ficklin, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, 
Gordon, Hamlin, Hilliard, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, 
Hough, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, Jenkins, James H. 


'| Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Kaufman, 


} 


| 
j 
} 


Leake, La Sere, Maclay, McClean, McClelland, McCrate, 
Joseph J. McDowell, McKay, Marsh, John P. Martin, Bark- 
ley Martin, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, 
Perry, Pillsbury, Reid, Rhett, Julius Rockwell, John A. 
Rockwell, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seddon, Leonard H. Sims, 


| Simpson, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, 
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os Theale, Tibbatts, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, 
Winthrop, Woodward, and Woodworth—76. 





Jam Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways and 
ilmot, q ay 8 a) te i watta t o » > 
WN \YS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Arnold, Mc amy SONOTN d x bill regul ating: the sae spa 
achmun, Barringer, Bell, Benton, James A. Black, Blanch- of clerks in the Executive: Departments, and for 

ard, Bowlin, Brinkerhotf, Brodhead, Milton Brown, But- other purposes. It was twice read. 

fington, Carroll, Cathcart, John =. napeen, Seahe, Son, Mr. McKAY moved that? it be engrossed and 
‘ooke. Crans trozier, re sham. ie al, : : ‘ = 

Cocke, Cranston, Samir) cavees SEBRIDERSM, Marit read a third time. 


varrett Davis, De Mott, Douglass, Dromgoole, Erdman, ae eecccemes . : f 

pe il. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Foster, Mr. CONSTABLE moved that it be laid on the 
Fries, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, Haral- table. Ayes 43, noes 59; nota quorum. 

son, Harmanson, Harper, Henley, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, The yeas and nays were ordered; when the mo- 
john W. Houston, George 8. Houston, Samuel D. Hub tion to eneross was withdrawn, and the bill was 
pard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. lon to engross was withdrawn, and the bul was 
flunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, George W. then committed. 

Jones, Seaborn Jones, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Lewis, Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 


jong, Lumpkin, MeClernand, MeConnell, James Me- d Means. also ve eer. y of & - 
Long. ‘McGaughey, ielitare, Mislivelne, teats, bose. and Means, also moved the printing of sundry 


ie Payne, Pendleton, Pettit, Phelps, Pollock, Ramsey, || documents and statements in the possession of the 
Rathbun, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Root, Runk, Sawyer, committee, showing the operation of the tarill, 
sehenck, Alexander D. Sims, Truman Smith, Caleb B. | amount of revenue, &c. Agreed to: Ayes 66, noes 
Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, Stewart, Thomasson, Ja- 55 C 

ob Thompson, Thurman, Tilden, Toombs, ‘Trumbo, Vinton, : - - or . , 

cop Thoms ; : Mr. McKAY reported the following resolution: 


White, Wright, and Young—101, Resolved, T : 
So the amendment of Mr. McKay to the amend- tesolved, Phat the Clerk of this House be, and 
he is hereby, required, on or before the first day 


ment of the Senate was rejected. Pitan noes . ; Sa ae 
And the amendment of the Senate was concurred of December next, to cause to be made a full and 
correct inventory of all the books and other prop- 


in. eter 3 St ehnes tn tee . a se , 
There were some otheramendments of the Senate erty in his office 3 In the House library ; bce ent h ol 
the committee rooms and elsewhere, belonging to 


which had been reserved for separate questions. ; : 
. the House, : >a copy » same » Li- 
The yeas and nays were asked, but in all cases 1e He oar and fil h copy 0 the same in the Li 
; A antacids alee aeaantereell § brary of Congress. 
refused. And the amendments were concurred in. Mesleah Aecthes Wink thin Chest nt 
. . . solv , s f , erk cause t : 
The bill was then returned to the Senate. bac 7 i ’ = _—s f % th ii = o os Lo a 
* : . : | prepared and sul > OUSE a ne > 
The morning hour having expired, Rte nee fall a oa ” 1 a f It oe hi > 
AY . . SeSS1ON, ¢ and correct lis i okKs hie 
Mr. McKAY made an unsuccessful motion to | S&S! A f _ ee ss part ots iL a _ in , 
: ' n atiancadht don Mecutamamee cami egy: ; i ie 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the || Present or former members are enulied under kw 
ee or resolution, and which have not been delivered, 
| DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON and the names of such members. 
oN eee nt ae As soon as the resolution had been read— 
The bill from the Senate to remit duties which Mr. SEAMAN and Mr. ASHMUN and others 
had acerued, or been paid, on the importation of | said they wished to debate the resolutions. 
railroad iron, coming up on its first and second Mr. ASHMUN moved that they be laid on the 
reading — table. Negatived. 
Mr. McKAY moved its reference to the Com- Mr. McKAY moved the previous question; 
mittee of Ways and Means. which the House refused to second, 
Mr. ROBERTS moved that it be laid on the And the resolutions went over under the rule. 
table. Mr. McK AY also reported the following resolu- 
Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, asked the yeasand | tion: 
nays; Which were ordered; and, being taken, re- Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and 
sulted as follows: he is hereby, instructed to suspend the execution 
YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bed- || of the resolution directing him to furnish certaip 
inger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Blanchard, || members with the books therein named, and not 
towlin, Boyd, Brinkerhotl, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Mil- | to purchase or deliver any of them until an appro- 
ton Brown, Buttington, Cathcart, Reuben Chapman, Chase, O pu ri — y ; ne OE RPI 
Chipman, Clarke, Cocke, Collin, Constable, Cullom, Cun- || priation 1s made by ongress to pay for the same, 
ningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dobbin, Dougiass, Dromgoole, | agreeably to an estimate furnished by the Clerk to 
Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Paran, Ficklin, Foster, |) the Committee of Wavs and Means. 
Fries, Garvin, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grover, Ham- | ri: ; - 9 . 
While the resolution was being read— 


lin, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, Hopkins, — 
Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel Mr. ASHMUWN and several other centlemen 


D. Hubbard, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, || observed that they would debate it, and it would | 


Janes H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Jolmson, 
George W., Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, Lawrence, 
Leake, Leib, La Sere, Levin, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, | 
MeClernand, MeConnell, MeCrate, Joseph J. MeDowell, 


James MeDowell, Melivaine, McKay, Marsh, Join P. Mar- Mr. ASHM UN and several others simultane- 
tin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, 


sly gave notice of their intentio debate the 
Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Pol ously Bay r intention to deb ; hi 
lock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, John || resolution; and demanded that it be passed over, 
A. Rockwell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Sever- | according to the order under which the House was 
ance, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, |) receiving reports, 


Thomas Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Tm, CPR 1p : eal eats 
Sykes, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tib- The SPEAKER (Mr. Hopkins officiating) said 


batts, Towns, Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, | the previous question had been moved before 
' 


| therefore go over. 
The moment the Clerk had read the resolution— 
Mr. McK AY moved the previous question. 


White, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Woodworth, |; notice of debate was given; and that, therefore, 


and Yost—131. the notice of debate came too late, according to 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Barringer, James Black, | ; - ~ 


Burt, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, John G. | the usual practice of the House in such cases. 


Chapman, Cobb, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, He should, therefore, receive the resolution as | 


Dockery, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Giles, | the report of the committee, and proceed to enter- 
Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Isaac E. |) gain it 


jonas Wanton P. ne, Se, Eaen, tembeaihes, tae. Mr. ASHMUN appealed, on the ground that 

Henry, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Rhett, Root, Runk, the notice was given in time; and on the further 

Seaman, ‘Truman Smith, Stephens, Strohm, Thomasson, | eround that the subject had not been referred to 

a Se, Tilden, Toombs, Winthrop, Wright, the Committee of Ways and Means, and they hod 
" i no right to bring it before the House. 

The question on the appeal was taken by yeas 
and nays; and the decision was sustained—yeas 
82, nays 67. 

Mr. EWING, of Pennsylvania, raised another 
question of order. It was this: that the rule was 
suspended to receive such reports as would not 
give rise to debate; and, as notice of debate was 
given, the resolution could not be proceeded with. 

The SPEAKER again decided that the call for 
the previous question took the resolution out of 
the rule, and that it was therefore in order to pro- 
ceed with it. 

Mr. EWING appealed. 

And the decision of the Chair was again sus- 
tained. 

Mr. GRAHAM, on leave, made a personal ex- Mr. WOODWORTH moved that the resolu- 
planation in reference to an editorial article in last | tion be laid on the table. 
evening’s Union. The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 

Mr. GENTRY also made a brief personal ex- lost—yeas 75, nays 77. 
planation in the same connexion. Here the hour for which the rules were sus- 


So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote. | 
And the question being taken, the vote was not 
mamma 

Mr. HOPKINS, on leave given, from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
a bill to establish certain post routes; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL made an ineffectual ef- 
fort to take up the bill to abolish custom-house oaths. 

On motion Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, the 
rules were ~bndas for one hour, to receive such 


sepente from committees as did not give rise to de- 
sate, 





_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1197 


pended for reports from committees expired, and 
the resolution went over. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. MeCier- 
NAND in the chair.) 

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, moved the con- 
sideration of the bill to authorize attachments on 
mesne process in the county of Washington, in 
the District of Columbia, and to provide for more 
speedy and etfectual leral remedies in the said 
District, and for other purposes. Negatived, 

Mr. ROBERTS moved Senate bill No. 19, to 
aid the State of Mississippi to construct a railroad 
from Jackson, through Brandon, to the line of the 
State of Alabama. Neeatived. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved the bill No. 97, to orga- 
nize au government in the ‘Territory of Orevon., 

Mr. McKAY moved the navy appropriation 
bill, with the amendments of the Senate thereto, 
and he claimed that, according to the rule which 
gives a preference to general appropriation bills, 
wrecedence should be given to such bills. 

The CHAIRMAN decided to give preference to 
this motion. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS appealed, 

And the decision of the Chairman was sustained 

The committee then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the amendments of the Senate to the nav y 
appropriation bill, 

The first amendment was read. It proposes to 
vive to passed midshipmen the pay of sailing-mas- 
ters in the navy when discharging the duties of 
sailing-masters. 

Mr. McK AY opposed it, and said the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means recommended that the 
House disavree to it. 

Mr. WINTHROP went into a full statement of 
what took place in the Committee of Ways and 
Means on the subject, and controverted the state- 
ment of the chairman of the committee, and then 
went on to argue in support of the amendment. 

‘The amendment was further opposed by Messrs. 
BRINKERHOFEF and RATHBUN, and adyo- 
cated by Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina. 

The question being put, it was disagreed to by 
the Committee of the Whole. 

In the bill, as passed by the House, was a pro- 
viso that no spirit ration shall be issued, and that 
a commutation thereof in money should be made. 
The Senate struck out this proviso. 

And on the question to concur in striking out 
there were: Ayes 72, noes 40. Agreed to. 

After a good deal of discussion on an amend- 
ment touching the Memphis navy yard— 

A motion was made that the committee rise. 
Ayes 41, noes 50—no quorum. 

Another count. No quorum again. 

And the Speaker took the chair, and the Chair- 
man reported that the committee could not get 
along with business for the want of a quorum. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved a call of 
the House. 

A motion was made to adjourn. 

Decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays— 
74 to 63. 

And the House accordingly adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, Jugust 6, 1846. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said, that in these 
last crowded and hurried days of the session, it 
was with great regret that he did anything to with- 
draw the attention of the Senate from the business 
before them; but he felt constrained to make a few 
remarks upon a subject which he deemed to be of 
some public interest. By some error, or misap- 
prehension, or misrepresentation, it had been stated 
in a paper called ‘The Union’’—that is, the Gov- 

/ernment paper—that duties were to be assessed 
under the new bill upon a home valuation. See- 
ine this statement, he bad thought it was a duty 
incumbent on him, beneficial to the public, and 
agreeable even to the editor himself, to point out 
the mistake, and to show that the ad valorem prin- 
ciple, under both the former law and the present, 
had been and must be applied to the foreign valu- 
ation. He perceived in the Union of the evening 
before last the following statement; 

“ Reference has been made in the Senate to the remark 
which was made in the Union on Friday night, viz; that 
under the new tariff law, the appraisers would estimate the 
market value of imported articles at the ports where they 
are entered. Mr. Webster asserts that this statment is ex- 
actly the opposite of the truth. The remarks made on the 
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matter by our New York correspondent, in his letter of this 
morning, which will be found in another column, sets the 
matter in a very clear light. In further explanation of our 
meaning, and in confirmation of the justice of the view 
taken by 
the law.”’ 

The editor then quotes the eighth section of the 
new law to sustain his statement. So much for the 
editor: and now for the correspondent of the editor, 
who scemed to be no better informed on this subject 
than the editor himself. Mr. W.then quoted from 
the correspondence of the Union as follows: 

“Tye HUMBUG OF GREAT MEN.—WuaoartT Is HOME VALU 
ATION The New York Commercial will have it that the 
duties of the new tariff billare to be collected on the foreign 


and not upon the home valuation And so argued Mr. 
Webster, and so explained Mr. Crittenden, in trying to 
reconcile Mr. Clay with Mr. Webster. Mr. Clay was in 


valuations. This satisfied 
ed Mr. Clay with him 


favor of ad valorems on home 
Mr. Webster, and, as he thought, pla 
nwainet the revenue till, on the ground that its duties were 
to be levied on the foreign valuation. Whatis home val 
uation It is precisely this: Ifa ton of pigiron is imported, 
which cost in Liverpool twenty dollars, that is its value in 
On being entered in New York, tive dol 
for freight, and two and-a-half per cent. for 
4, charges, kc. The home vuluation, then, will 


a foreign market 
lars are added 


eombinbission 


be ee follow 
Inv Cad peed Wadd 4 eee e hd hn ee '6ebacdeouesees &2) 00 
] riat bab dbbbbg WHORE S2s Cn bhievessnnneenees 5 00 
CORN Gls 6 o400 0 o84s 00 00 eeeens C6ver CESS O50 
Loo 
SNR, ae OOP COMB ks cr'csceds botnek veecsces soe 7 o0 
ii the dutv was assessed on the foreign value, it would 
be calculated on 820 instead of 825.50.) If the former is not 
home valuation and the latter foreign, what is home valua 


tion Now, the law of 1842 aveessed ad valorem duties on 
the mode supposed in the case of the tron above stated, and 
the new bill makes no change whatever. Then, where is 
the distinetion’: It won't do to say, to get ata home valua 
tion, merchants’ prospective profits must be added to invoices 
aud bille of cost, and on which duties are to be assessed.’’ 


This statement (continued Mr. W.) has no foun- 
dation whatever. The only thing that is true in it 
is, that the &th section of the present law makes no 
change in the manner of assessing duties. He is 
right in that. [Mr. W. here read the eighth sec- 
tion.] There is nothing doubtful about that; there 
is no room for mistake; It 1s as certain as any pro- 
vision of law whatever. Now, sir, the sixteenth 
section of the act of 1842 1s the existing law to 
which this act refers, and that requires the collect- 
or to cause the actual market value or wholesale 
price, at the port from which the goods are im- 
ported, to be appraise d, Well, what are the costs 
and charees that are to be added under the exist- 
ing laws as constituting part of the value or price 
The 


law settles that point. Mercantile commissions and 


at the port where the goods are imported ? 


shipping charges, if not included in the invoice, are 
to be added, to make up the value upon which the 
ad valorem duty is to be assessed. But the cor- 
respondent of the Union says the value is to be 
made up by adding freight and insurance, which 
isatotal mistake. Insurance is never to be added, 
and freieht is never to be added, to make any 
part of the foreign value; but, when added, they 
constitute part of the home cost or home valuation. 
But the law provides that the goods shall be ap- 
praised at the market value in the place whence 
imported. The sixteenth section of the act of 1842 
requires the collector **to cause the actual market 
value, or the wholesale price thereof at the time 
when purchased in the principal markets of the 
country from which the same shall have been im- 
ported, to be appraised and estimated.’’ The costs 
and charges which are to be added are not freight 
nor insurance. Sir, one thing more, by way of 
The 
oath which is to be taken by the appraiser for the 
faithful discharge of his duty in all such cases is 
prescribed by the act of 20th April, 1818. It is in 
these words: 


confirmation, if confirmation be necessary. 


ite ———— shall severally make oath, diligently and 
faithfully to inspect and examine such goods, wares, or iner 

chandise, as the collector may direct, and truly to report, to 
the best of their Knowledge and belict, the true value whereof 
when purchased, at the place from whence the same were im 

ported.” 

Now, I hope that those who have an interest in 
this matter will require the editor of the Union to 
publish the act itself, and not random and errone- 
ous opinions, 

Sir, | have thought it right to make these re- 
marks, not for the purpose of sustaining my legal 
opinion against the editor of the Union, (I do not 
think I should perform a very anxious labor to 
accomplish that;) but because these statements 
regarding the provisions of the new act may lead 
to a misapprehension of what the law really is, and 
ro lead persons into error, 


our correspondent, we refer to the 8th section of 
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A message was received from the President of 
the United States in relation to the Oregon treaty. 

The communication having been read— 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Territories, and printed. 

Mr. HAN NEGAN said he must confess that he 
could not see any propriety in attempting to act 
upon any measures in relation to Oregon at this 
late period of the session, when their table was 
already groaning under a great amount of business, 
Any measure contemplating the establishment of 
a territorial government in Oregon, as a matter of 
course, under all the circumstances which had 
heretofore tanspired, must occasion a lengthened 
debate; for it was only right, just, and proper that 


those who voted against the treaty should have an | 
opportunity to give their views to the country. | 


They had had no such opportunity heretofore; 
and, for his own part, he should feel ashamed to 
obtrude himself upon the tume of the Senate upon 
this subject, when there were but three days re- 
maining of the He moved, therefore, 


Session, 


that the communication be laid upon the table, and | 


that all measures now pending relating to Oregon 


be postponed until the first Monday in December | 


next. 


Mr. BREESE made some remark regarding the 


Oregon measures already reported from various 


committees, Which was not distinctly heard by the | 


reporter. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER remarked that a 
part of the motion just made being to lay the com- 
munication of the President upon the table, it was 
not debatable. 
Mr. HANNEGAN 


that part of his motion, 


Mr. SPEIGHT rose and said that there was no | 


disposition on his part to bring on a discussion at 
this time upon the subject of Oregon. ‘The motion 
which he had made to print was made because he 
thought some disposition ought to be made of the 


communication of the President, and he had not || 


seen any gentleman disposed to make any motion 
regarding it. He agreed pertectly with the Sena- 
tor from Indiana that there was not now time 
enough for the consideration of the subject. He 
would therefore withdraw his motion to refer. 


Mr. SEVIER said he hoped it would be refer- || 
red, for it was highly necessary and proper that | 


some measure should be adopted for the establish- 
ment of a territorial government over Oregon. 


American citizens who were there had a right to | 


expect that a government would be provided for 
them; and the passage of a bill for that purpose 


was a matter which would occupy but littl ume, | 


There were precedents and forms m abundance. 


The laws required for the government of that ‘Ter- | 
ritory would be analogous in all respects to those 


which applied to other ‘Territories. He did not 
conceive that the passage of such a bill could give 
rise to any debate; it might be passed, he was 
quite sure, in twenty minutes, as its details would 
be precisely like those of all other territorial bills. 
He hoped the communication would be referred, 
and the usugl course taken in regard to it. 


Mr. HANNEGAN remarked again that he did | 
not conceive it practicable to pass a bill for the | 
government of Oregon without oceasioning a de- | 


bate concerning the convention which had been 
recently concluded. ‘Those who were opposed to 


that convention desired to be heard upon the sub- | 


ject of the facts connected with it. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that the bill for the gov- 
ernment of Oregon had nothing whatever to do 
with the treaty with Great Britain regarding the 
boundary. 


Mr. HANNEGAN said if measures were to be |! 


passed relating to Oregon, as a matter of course 


they must expect a debate upon that convention, || 


which he would take this occasion to say was 
neither more nor less than a convention for the joint 


occupation of Oregon south of the forty-ninth de- || 
vree of latitude—a convention which had ceded to |! 


the Hudson’s Bay Company in perpetaity the 
navigation of the Columbia river. 
tion for the joint occupation of Oregon south of 
49°, while before its formation we held as far north 
as 54° 40’. He repeated that those who were op- 


posed to the convention desired to be heard in 
reference to it, in an appeal to their constituents 
and to the country. 

Mr. SEVIER said that when the {proper time 


said he would withdraw 


It was a conven- | 
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| arrived, he wished to say a few things himself 
|| upon that subject. But fed was a communica 
|| tion, the object of which was to bring to the eines 
|| ton of the Senate the propriety of organizine 4 
territorial government. To do this, nothine 
necessary but to follow the beaten track: 
a bill containing the a 
| Territories. If it were deemed desirable ins Since 
| the terms of the treaty with Great Britain upon the 
occasion of passing such a bill, he of course, so 


ica- 


. 
- Was 
A to report 
provisions applicable to a)! 


ees 80 far 
|| from having any objection, would desire to partici- 
pate in such discussion, provided the time woyia 


permit; but he could see no real necessity for eon. 

necting the two subjects. A bill for estalslis})jy)- 

a territorial government in Oregon, had, in facr 
| been reported some time ago—long before the 
| question of boundary was settled. It was his jn. 
tention to call up, some time this week, perhaps 
to-morrow, the bill which had been reported from 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, for the purpose 
of making better provision for the reeulatioy of 
matters pertaining to the Indian tribes in the Wes: 
That was a bill which he thought ought to pe 
passed. 

Mr. ATCHISON said he could not see that any. 
thing was to be gained by referring this comm). 
nication to a committee, for it contained precisely 
what was stated by the President in his messasr 
to Congress in the early part of the session. There 
was a bill already reported for the establishment 
of a mail route to Oregon, and one also to establish 
a territorial government. If it were referred, the 
committee could do no more than had been done 
already. 

Mr. BAGBY, (without rising.) The reference 
|| can do no harm. 

Mr. BREESE said he thought the reference 
|| would do harm, because the recommendation of 

the President contained in this communication had 
| been anticipated by two distinct-bills—one for the 

establishment of a regular territorial government, 
and another for an Indian agency and other mat- 
| ters connected therewith. ‘The reference, then, to 
the Committee on Territories, if followed by the 
report of another bill, might produce some confu- 
sion. 

Mr. SEVIER asked why it was that gentlemen 
desired to take a different course in regard to this 
|| message from that which had been taken in regard 
to every other? But the motion of the Senator 
from Indiana was still broader; it proposed to post- 
pone all the measures relating to Oregon until the 
next session. He hoped the “communication 
would be referred, and that the committee would 
report a bill, in good faith, and that it would be 
acted upon. 

Mr. ALLEN said he hoped that all those meas- 
ures which had for their object the extension of 
our laws over the little remnant of Oregon would 
be permitted to take the usual course and he pro- 
ceeded with to their final consummation. He was 
disposed to give to so much of Oregon as remained 
to us the benefit of our laws. This far he would 
not withhold his aid from any measure which his 
friends might desire; but as the grand consumma- 
tion of their labors had been the dismemberment 
of Oregon, he was also desirous that a full exposi- 
| tion of the whole proceeding in relation to it should 
be presented to the eyes of the whole country. It 
was a matter with which he had been somewhat 
closely connected on account of the position he 
had held, and it was one in which he had been 
compelled to differ from many gentlemen for whose 
opinions he had always entertained the highest 
respect. It was a question the final termination 
of which had, in his opinion, inflicted not only a 
large sacrifice, but deep humility upon the nation 
| atlarge. These were his views. He would, nev- 
ertheless, aid by his vote, as he had before said, 
in the extension of our laws over so much of Ore- 
gon as we had left, as speedily as possible; for he 
would not make himself responsible for exposing 
the little remnant of Oregon that was still ours to 
the danger of ultimate separation from the United 
| States. Three or four weeks of intervening time atier 
| the ratification of the treaty mightproduce a state of 
things in Oregon which would render it impossible 
for them hereafter to incorporate that territory Into 
the body of this Union. For these reasons he would 
|| be compelled reluctantly to differ with his friend 
'| from Indiana in the motion which he had made, 
and to offer what assistance he was able to offer to 
keep together these few fragments of our empire. 
He trusted that the law would be so framed as to 
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revent any man who held allegiance to the British | the army appropriation bill, made a report; which 
crown from holding an acre of land in fee simple was concurred Mm. 
in that territory. He wanted no British subject || The bill for the relief of Mary McRae, widow of 
to possess any rights within our territory there. || Colonel William McRae, deceased, was considered, 
He wanted to legislate the Hudson Bay Company | amended, ordered to be engrossed, read a third 
out of the territory, and that as speedily as possible. || time, and passed. 
Mr. HANNEGAN said he would amend his || A message was received from the House of Rep- 
motion by moving that the communication be laid || resentatives, announcing that said House had con- 
ypon the table and printed. . || eurred in sundry of the amendments by the Senate 
‘Upon this motion, Mr. SEVIER demanded the | to the naval appropriation bill, and disagreed to 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered. '| others: also, the Senate bill to surrender to the 
“ The question was subsequently divided; and the || State of Tennessee certain public lands lying there- 
yeas and nays being taken on the first branch, viz: nn; and a bill to regulate the proceedings in the 
to lay upon the table, it was decided in the affirm- || circuit and district courts of the United States, and 
ative. ; ; || for other purposes. 

The motion to print was then agreed to without | The Senate, on motion, resolved to insist on 
a division. | their amendments to the naval appropriation bill 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. disagreed to by the House, and to disagree to the 


D . > 3A } San: > > 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Committee on en seen of the House to the Senate amend- 
Indian Affairs were discharged from the further | — : eee . 
consideration, for the present, of the memorial of A message Was received from the President of 
the chiefs of the Tonawanda Indians. Also, from the U nited States announcing that he had approve d 
the further consideration of three memorials of and signed the warehouse bill, and bills for the re- 
citizens of New York, against the abrogation of lief of John Crowell, Harriet Ward, and Ebenezer 
certain treaties with the Seneca Indians; also, forty Ballard. : ; Bas 
etitions from citizens of New York on the same The Senate then, on motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, | 
subject. Also, from the further consideration of went into executive session, and after several hqurs 
the report of the 2d Auditor of the Treasury, spent therein, the doors were opened, and 
showing certain disbursements for the benefit of Phe Senate adjourned. 
Indians, from October 1, 1844, to September 30, = 
1845. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr. BREESE moved that the Committee on Tuurspay, Mugust 6, 1846. 
Public Lands be discharged from the further con- a ear OR eit ee ee 
sideration of resolutions of the General Assembly | ae ae of yo rday (having been read in 
of the State of Ohio in relation to section 16, town- part only) was approved. 

TENNESSEE LANDS. 


ship 3 north, range 16 east, Seneca county, Ohio; 
which motion ae elt | Mr. MeCLERNAND, from the Committee on 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- | pyhtic Lands, reported back, without amendment, 
mittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the || the ‘bill to surrender to the State of Tennessee all 
House bill to authorize the agent for paying pen- | title the United States have to lands in Tennessee 
sions at Cincinnati to pay to John Wing any | south and west of the line commonly called the 
arrears of pension money due to Dorothy Terrill, Congressional reservation line, and to release to 
said State the proceeds of such of said lands as 


deceased, reported it without amendment, and 
recommended that it be indefinitely postponed; | may have been sold by the State of Tennessee as 
the azent of the United States.’ 


which was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN moved that the bill be laid on 


Mr. J. also moved that the Committee on Pen- 
sions be discharged from the further consideration || the table. 
of the petition of John G. Smith; which was Mr. RATHBUN asked the yeas and nays: 
agreed to. ; Mr. COCKE moved a call of the House; which 

Mr. J. further, from the same committee, re- |) were refused. 
ported, without amendment, the House bill for the The question recurring on the motion to lay the 
relief of William Pool, and the House act granting || }j}] on the table, ‘i 
a pension to Daniel Pratt. Mr. HAMLIN withdrew it. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post || Mr, McCLERNAND said thatthe bill had heen 
Office and Post Roads, reported, without amend- || yery fully considered by the Committee on Public 
ment, the (House) joint resolution for the relief of | Lands of the House, also by that committee of the 
John B. Denton and Curtis Humphreys. || Senate. This was the Senate bill. It differed 

Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, | somewhat from the bill of the House, but not ma- 
to whom was referred the (House) bill for the re- | terially. It was proposed to relinquish to the State 
hef of William B. Lang, reported it back without |) of Tennessee the refuse public lands in that State. 
amendment. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, the (House) bill for the relief 
Samuel D. Walker, of Baltimore. _ | effect, charged the lands with the satisfaction of 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- || military land warrants issued, or to be issued, by 
diciary , reported, without amendinent, the joint | the State of North Carolina. Upon the admission 
resolution authorizing the Secretary of War to | of Tennessee into the Union in 1796, she claimed 
adjust by arbitration a controversy between the 
United States and David Ames. 

Mr. SEMPLE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was recommitted | 
the bill to provide for the transportation of the | 
United States mail across the Isthmus of Panama, 
reported it without amendment. 


The history of these Jands might be briefly stated. 
In 1789 they were ceded by North Carolina to the 
Government, with certain reservations, which, in 


arose in consequence. In 1806, an act was passed 
to which the Government, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee, became parties. This act ceded to 
Tennessee all of the public lands in that State east 
and north of what is called the Congressional reser- 


: || vation line. ‘Tennessee, by the consent of all par- 
_Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Pen- || ties, became agent to perfect titles to the lands 
sions, reported a bill granting a pension to Bethia || charged with military claims. In 184] another act 


Healy, accompanied by a report in writing; which || was passed, constituting Tennessee the agent of 
was ordered to be printed. 


° : the Government to sell the residue of the lands 
Mr, ASHLEY, from the committee of confer- | held by the Government south and west of the 
ence, in relation to the disagreeing votes of the two 


H : , o Congressional reservation line, for three years, at 
ouses of Congress upon the bill granting a pen- | twelve anda half cents per acre, and after that time, 


sion to Richard Elliott, reported and submitted an |) at whatever price the lands would bring per acre. 
amendment to the bill; which was concurred in. || All of the lands have been sold conceived to be of 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the | any value. The residue is believed so valueless as 
amendment of the House of Representatives, in- | pot to be worth the expense of administering them. 
sisted on by that House, to the Senate bill to pro- | [Upon the ground of economy, it is recommended 


vide for the payment of the evidences of public | that the bill be passed. All of the military claims | 


debt in certain cases, when the conference asked | to which the lands were subject, are now either 
by the House was agreed to. | satisfied or barred by the act of 1841. No objec- 
The PRESIDENT appointed on said committee | tion, therefore, exists to the bill. 
enators Evans, Speicut, and Turney. Mr. HENLEY asked if the lands were relin- 
Mr. EVANS, from the committee of conference || quished subject to the claims of individuals hold- 
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on | ing land warrants. 
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the lands as incident to her sovereignty. A dispute | 
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Mr. McCLERNAND. Such is an express 
provision of the bill. But all of these claims are 
now either satisfied or barred, 

After some conversation, 

Mr. DANIEL moved that the bill be laid on 
the table; which motion was rejected. 

And the bill was read a third time. 

And the question being on its passage, 

Mr. GRAHAM asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, were, yeas 88, 
nays 52. f 

So the bill was passed, 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved a reconsideration 
of the vote, and demanded the previous question, 
under the operation of which, the question was 
taken, and the vote was not reconsidered. 


OREGON. 


The SPEAKER said that there was on the 
Speaker’s table a very important communication 
from the President of the United States, which the 
Speaker asked leave at this time to present to the 
House, 

No objection having been made, 

The SPEAKER laid the said message before 
the House, and it was read as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States: 

I communicate herewith a copy of a convention 
for the settlement and adjustment of the Oregon 
question, which was concluded in this city on the 
fifteenth day of June last, between the United States 
and her Britannic Majesty. This convention has 
since been duly ratified by the respective parties, 
and the ratifications were exchanged at London on 


| the seventeenth day of July, 1846. 


It now becomes important that provision should 
be made by Jaw, at the earliest practicable period, 
for the organization of a territorial government in 
Orevon. 

[t is also deemed proper that our laws regula- 
tine trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes 
east of the Rocky Mountains, should be extended 
to such tribe Ss within our territory as dwe I beyond 
them: and that a suitable number of Indian agents 
should be appointed for the purpose of carrying 
these laws into execution. 

It is likewise important that mail facilities, so 
indispensable for the diffusion of information, and 
for binding together the different portions of our 
extended Confederacy, should be afforded to our 
citizens west of the Rocky Mountains. 

There is another subject to which I desire to 
call your special attention. It is of great import- 
ance to our country generally, and especially to 
our navigating and whaling interests, that the Pa- 
cific coast, and indeed the whole of our territory 
west of the Rocky Mountains, should speedily be 
filled up by a hardy and patriotic population, Em- 
igrants to that territory have many difficulties to 
encounter and privations to endure, in their long 
and perilous journey; and by the time they reach 
their place of destination, their pecuniary means 
are generally much reduced, if not altogether ex- 
hausted. Under these circumstances, it is deemed 
but an act of justice that these emigrants, whilst 
most effectually advancing the interests and policy 

of the Government, should be aided by liberal 
vrants of land. I would, therefore, recommend 
that such grants be made to actual settlers, upon 
the terms and under the restrictions and limitations 
which Congress may think advisable. 
JAMES K. POLK. 

W asHInGTon, 4ugust 5, 1846. 


The United States of America and her Majesty 
the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland, deeming it to be desirable, for the 
future welfare of both countries, that the state of 
doubt and uncertainty which has hitherto prevailed 
respecting the sovereignty and government of the 
territory on the northwest coast of America, lying 
westward of the Rocky or Stony Mountains, 
should be finally terminated by an amicable com- 
promise of the rights mutually asserted by the two 
parties over the said territory, have respectively 
named plenipotentiaries to treat and agree concern- 
ing the terms of such settlement—that is to say: 
the President of the United States of America has, 
on his part, furnished with full powers James Bu- 
chanan, Secretary of State of the United States, 
and her Majesty the Queen of the United King- 
|, dom of Great Britain and Ireland, has, on her 
| part, appointed the right honorable Richard Paken- 
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ham, a member of her Majesty’s most honorable 


Privy Council, and her Majesty’s Envoy Extraor- || 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the United | 
who, after having communicated to each | 
other their respective full powers, found in good | 


States; 


and due form, have agreed upon and concluded the 
following articles: 
ARTICLE I. 


From the point on the forty-ninth parallel of 


north latitude, where the boundary laid down in 
existing treaties and conventions between the Uni- 


ted States and Great Britain terminates, the line of 


boundary between the territories of the United 
States, and those of her Britannic Majesty, shall be 
continued westward along the said forty-ninth par- 
allel of north latitude, to the middle of the channel 
which separates the continent from Vancouver’s 


island; and thence southerly through the middle of 


the said channel, and of Fuca’s Straits to the Paci- 


fic ocean: Provided, however, Vhat the navigation of 
the whole of the said channel and straits south of 
the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude remain | 


free and open to both parties, 
ARTICLE If. 

From the point at which the forty-ninth parallel 
of north latitude shall be found to intersect the 
vreat northern branch of the Columbia river, the 
navigation of the said shall be free and 
open to the Hludson Bay Company, and to all 
British subjects trading with the same, to the point 
where the said 
the Columb ly 
to the 


branch 


branch meets the main stream of 
thence down the said main 
with access into and 
through the said river or rivers, it being understood 
that all the usual porlages along the line thus de- 


eribed shall in like manner be free and open. In 


and 


stream ocean, free 


navigating the said river or rivers, British subjects, 
with their goods and produce, shall be treated on 
the same footing as citizens of the United States; 
it being, however, always understood that nothing 
in this article shall be construed as preventing, or 
intended to prevent, the Government of the United 
States from making any regulations respecting the 
ration of the said river or rivers not Inconsist- 
ent with the present treaty. 


navi 


ARTICLE I. 

In the future appropriation of the territory south 
of the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, as pro 
vided in the first article of this treaty, the posses- 
sory rights of the Hudson Day Company and of 
all British subjects who may be already in the oc- 
eupation of land or other property lawfully aec- 
quired within the said territory, shall be respected. 

ARTICLE Iv. 

The farms, lands, and other property of every 
description belonging to the Puget’s Sound Agri- 
cultural Company, on the north side of the Co- 
lumbia river, shall be confirmed to the said com- 
pany. In case, however, the situation of those 
farms and lands should be considered by the Uni- 
ted States to be of public and political importance, 
and the United States Government should signify 
a desire to obtain possession of the whole, or of 
any part thereof, the property so required shall be 
transferred to the said Government at a proper val- 
uation, to be agreed upon between the parues, 

ARTICLE V. 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the Presi- 
dent ofthe United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate thereof, and by her Britan- 
nic Majesty; and the ratification shall be exchanged 
at London at the expiration of six months from 
the date hereof, or sooner, if possible. 

In witness whereof, the respective Plenipotentia- 
ries have signed the same, and have affixed thereto 
the seals of their arms. 

Done at Washington the fifteenth day of June, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight bun- 


dred and forty-six. 
(Signed) JAMES BUCHANAN, is 85) 
RICHARD PAKENHAM, {L. s.} 
Mr. DOUGLASS rose and said, before he made 
the motion he intended to make, he wished to say 
that the Committee on Territories had had the sub- 
ject of a territorial government for Oregon under 
consideration, and they had drawn up a bill for the 
oreanization of a territorial government there, 
which would be in accordance with the settlement 
which had been made, or at any rate would not 
conflict with it in any particular, and which it was 
presumed embraced no objectionable features, and 
would give rise to no debate. It simply provided 
for the ordinary territorial government. And he 
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| was instructed by the committee to ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to report this bill at 
this time, that it might be considered in connexion 
with the message. If any objection was made, 


he should move a suspension of the rules for its || 


reception, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE., I would very respectfully 
suggest to the gentleman from Illinois that it would 
be more in order to dispose of the pending mes- 
sage, either by referring to some committee or by 
laying it on the table. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. In reply, I would state to 
the gentleman from Virginia 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, I move to lay the mes- 
sage on the table. 

The motion being agreed to, the message was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DOUGLASS then, the unanimous consent 
of the House being accorded, reported, from the 
Committee on ‘Territories, a bill to establish the 
territorial government of Oregon. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, 

Mr. JAMES 'THOMPSON rose and said, that, 





in behalf of himself and other members, constitu- | 


ung a minority of the Committee on the Territo- 
ries, he desired to oifer the following amendment 
to the bill: 

Amend the 12th section in the 10th line, by inserting after 
the word * Oregon,” the following : 

* And neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever 
exist in said ‘Territory, except for crime, whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted.”’ 

Afier some conversation on a point of order— 

Mr. DOUGLASS said he would ask the House 
to suspend the rules, for the purpose of consider- 
ing the bill in the House, without going into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
He presumed it would not take fifteen minutes. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved the commitment of 
the bill and amendment to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that they be 
printed, 

Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, inquired of Mr. 
DovaG.Lass whether the bill observed the joint occu- 
pant rights of British subjeets, secured to them 
under the treaty, south of 499? 

Mr. DOUGLASS said the bill contained nothing 
on that point, but left it to subsequent legislation. 

The bill and proposed amendment were then 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

‘The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
conunmunication from the ‘Treasury Department on 
the subject of light-houses; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McCLELLAND desired to move the print- 
ing of 500 extra copies for the use of the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury. 

Objected to. 

On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union was dis- 
charged from the consideration of the bill to regu- 
late the proceedings of the circuitand district courts 
of the State of New York. 

And the question being on ordering the bill to a 
third reading, 

Mr. BRLNKERHOFF moved an amendment, 
which was declared out of order. 

Mr. THURMAN offered an amendment, which 
was rejected. 

The bill underwent some amendment on motion 
of Messrs. RA'THBUN and WOOD. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON demanded the previous 
question; Which was seconded. 

‘The main question was ordered; and, being 
taken, the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. McK AY oitfered a resolution, in the usual 
form, providing that all debate in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union on the amend- 
ments to the naval appropriation bill should termi- 
nate in thirty minutes after it shall again have been 
taken up. 

Mr. I R. INGERSOLL moved two hours. 

‘The amendment was rejected. 

And the resolution was adopted. 

‘ THE VETO. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON desired to submit a mo- 

tion to print the message of the President return- 


ing, with his objections, the river and harbor bill. 
Mr. WENTWORTH objected. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House, on motion of Mr. McKAY, re- 


aerate 
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|| solved itself into Committee of the Whole 

| state of the Union. © on the 

| Mr. McCrernanp was invited to resume 
chair, but excused himself, wens Ge 

Mr. Coss was invited to the chair, and took j 

The committee resumed the consideration of Z 
amendments of the Senate to the bill makine «,. 
»ropriations for the naval service for the wearent. 
ing June 30, 1847. a 

Mr. STANTON made some remarks 
an amendment heretofore offered by him it 
to the Memphis navy-yard. 

Mr. CROZIER made some remarks in reply t 
the recently published speech of Mr. G. S, Hops. 
TON. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON replied. 

Mr. McKAY said a few words in exp] 
of one of the amendments of theSenate. 

The time allotted for debate ha¥ing expired, the 
amendments of the Senate and amendments offer. 
ed thereto were acted upon; some having been 
agreed to, and some rejected. 5 

And the committee rose and reported its ac 
| to the House. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD demanded the prev 
question; which was seconded. 

And the main question (on agreeing to the sey- 
eral amendments reported from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union) was ordered 
to be now taken. 

[Mr. Wuearon, from the Committee on Enrol. 
led Bills, made a report; and, on motion of Mr. 
W., an additional member was ordered to be ap- 
pointed on said committee. 

The House concurred with the committec jn its 
action, without any record vote. 

The bill was then returned to the Senate, 

Tho bill making appropriations for the Military 
Academy at West Point, which had been returned 
amended from the Senate, was taken up and refer- 
red, on motion of Mr. McK AY, to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 
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The bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
current fiscal year, which had been returned from 
the Senate with sundry amendments, was taken 
up, and referred, on motion of Mr. McKAY, to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


OREGON. 


On motion of Mr. DOUGLASS, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Hen ey, of Indiana, in 
the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill establishing the territorial government of 
Oregon. 

The bill having been read through, was taken 
up by sections. — 

Mr. McCONNELL wished to offer, as an amend- 
ment, an additional section, authorizing every man, 
maid, or widow, being the head of a family, to 
enter one hundred and sixty acres of land in any 
portion of the territory of the United States. 

| The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out 
of order at this time. 

Mr. ADAMS addressedfthe committee, but in 
a voice so feeble that it was nearly impossible to 
| hear him in any portion of the hall. Members 
' crowded around him, filling up the area in front ot 

the Speaker, insomuch that in the course of his 

remarks they were once or twice called to order, 
and it was insisted by the Chairman (in behalf of 
those few gentlemen who remained in their seats) 
that the area should be cleared in accordance with 
the rule. Under these circumstances, the reporter 
regrets that but very little of what he said reached 
his desk. 
| He was understood to refer to a printed bill he 
held in his hand, reported some time since from 
‘the Committee on Territories, which fixed the 
boundary north at the line of 54° 40’, and to in- 
| quire of the chairman of the Committee on Perri- 
tories why the boundaries were not also specified 
in this bill? ; 

Mr. DOUGLASS (Mr. A. yielding) said he sup- 
posed the boundaries were definitely fixed by the 
| bill. The bill said that all that part of the territory 
of the United States which lies west of the summit 
of the Rocky Mountains be, and the same 1s here- 
by, organized into a Territory, to be called the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon. The southern boundary is fixe 
definitely by treaty with Mexico; the perees 
boundary is fixed definitely, as we are inform 
by the P 


resident, by treaty with Great Britain; 
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